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Tliis Christmas let's
give from the heart,
not the store!

Christmas and the holiday season in general is a time
when most people's thoughts turn to giving.
St. Mother Teresa would say, 'Give until it hurts'.
All of us, in one way or the other, are involved in
giving or receiving. One needs to ask himself or
herself why does he or she wants to share?
Mother Teresa would say, when someone gives he
should feel the pain of giving. In other words, one must
give not out of his abundance, but give after
understanding the needs of the needy. Do not give
because you do not need it, but because someone is in
need of it. That gives a lot of satisfaction to the one
who shares. Tone Sorenson, the bestselling author,
said, 'Christmas is about giving from the heart more
than giving from the store.'

Not only does sharing bring us joy, it teaches us the
importance of taking care of others. But sharing
doesn't have to be a grand gesture to be appreciated. As
Christians, the responsibility of sharing is of utmost
importance because we reflect Christ in our life. If we
do that the words of the scripture come true in us, That
is, 'for whoever does the will of my Father, is my
brother, sister and my mother' (Mk 3:5). The mystery
of incarnation, 'God becoming man' and 'emptying
himself' calls us forth to be like him in our life.
Through our life let our fellow-beings know that we
are the followers of Immanuel - God with us!

This Christmas may Infant Jesus dwell in your
families and bless and give you all lasting happiness.
May the New Year bring you all happy tidings; may all
your dreams and aspirations be blessed by the Lord.
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St. Louis Church Offi?l

The Parish team wishes all parishioners and well-wishers
a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year 2019, 1
May baby Jesus bring Love, Joy and Peace to you and your loved ongy
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Hit the like button on oyr
Facebook page
‘St. Louis Church,
Dahisar’
for Parish related news

@ and updates

You can e-mail your articles for :
the Louisian Samachar to: :

St. Louis Parish Community
warmly welcomes

Dn. SARIPUDI CHINNAIAH

Parish Vision

Breaking the Word of God in our Families
and sharing bread with the needy
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Fr. Ronald Fernandes
ronaldfernandis79@gmail.com

Mr. Cleston D’Costa
clesdcos@gmail.com

St. Louis Church Records - September to No-ve_l-nbe"-:;.r 2018
Baptised in Christ Married in Christ Resting in Christ
Maria Maxim D’'Souza

Kaylen Miranda Ainsley Miranda & Andrea

Lawrance Fernandes
Margaret Gonsalves

Anshvi Fernandes

Rachel D'Sa

i has
 Brendan Lobo & Trella Botelho ~ +omedia Mascaren

Jenita Marshal Rodrigues
Canisa Avila Rebello Jackson Thomas Gomes &

i Shirley Almeida Rosy Parekadan Varghese
?1 Erish Fernandes Naishad Lahary & Santan Thomas Fernandes "y
Pearl Valerie D’Souza Suzette Gail Barretto '

Francis Ittur Vaity

Justin Peter D’Souza i




St. Louis Church Official

Christmas & New Year Program - 2018-19

16" December, Sunday at 7 pm — Louisian Talent Night

Reconcilliation & Confessions

18" December, Tuesday at 6:15 pm — Mass & Reconcilliation Service in English followed by confessions
19" December, Wednesday at 6:15 pm - Mass & Reconcilliation Service in Marathi followed by confessions
20" December, Thursday at 6:15 pm - Mass & Reconcilliation Service in Konkani followed by confessions

21" December, Friday at 6:15 pm — Mass in Marathi followed by confessions
(Confessions will be heard in English, Marathi & Konkani on all days.
There shall be no mass at 7:15 pm on all 4 days)

23" December, Sunday — Sector-wise Star Competition

Christmas Masses
24" December, Monday — 9:30 pm Carol Singing & 10 pm Solemn Mass
25" December, Tuesday — 8 am Mass in Marathi & 9:30 am Mass in English
(There will be no masses in the evening)

Day of the Innocents
28" December, Friday — Masses as usual. All infants & children will be prayed over and

blessed after every mass
(No adoration on this day)

New Year Masses

31" December, Monday — 9:30 pm Thanksgiving Adoration & 10 pm Solemn Mass
1" January, Tuesday - 8 am Mass in Marathi & 9:30 am Mass in English
(There will be no masses in the evening)

Feast of St. Andre
3", 4" and 5" January Thursday, Friday, Saturday — Triduum (Masses as usual)

6" January Sunday — Feast of St. Andre (Anointing of the sick at all masses)

| Caveat: The articles in the Loulsian Samachar are the opinions of the writers =
They do not necessarily reflect the thoughts of St. Louis Church or the| | Edlitorial Board: Fr. Ronald Fernandes,
Catholic Church. Please verify the claims made by the advertisements pla Fr. Arun D. Cleston D'

here. The Church and St. Louis Church shall not be held responsible shal_lrhg' ' o D'Costa, lvan Crasto,
Issues arise. However, s do encourage you to patronise the businessaf ol Rudolph D'Silva, Natasha Rego,
advertisers. ‘Louisian Samachar' is published by St. Louis Church, Dahisar ) ; .

and has no commercial value and is privately circulated. Ignatius D’'Souza & Vinelle Vaz




Night Vigil - A Timeless Way
to Experience God

No matter what may be going on around you
today, you can still live in peace. Scripture
€ncourages us not to let our hearts be troubled.
The most important tool to be positive is to find
meaning in prayer which is constant conversation
with our Master Jesus.

The perfect result of intense prayer is peace.
When you are at peace internally, you can think
more clearly. You can hear the voice of God more
easily. You'll make better decisions.
Even your physical body responds to peace.

St Louis church complete a year in this effort of
experiencing inner peace and freedom by
spending a few hours in prayer at night.
It is a devotional watching, or keeping awake,
during the customary hours of sleep. The best
model for night vigil is Christ himself.
The Gospels talks about Jesus spending whole
night in prayer before making s serious decision in
his life. He experienced the closeness of his Abba
in those intimate moments. Jesus reminds us to be
vigilant and faithful servants: “Gird your loins and
light your lamps and be like servants who await
their master's return from a wedding, ready to
open immediately....Blessed are those servants
whom the master finds vigilant on his arrival”
(Luke 12:35-37). Another image of a vigil is when
Jesus is in the Garden of Gethsemane.
He invites his disciples to “remain here and keep
watch with me” (Matthew 26:38).

The Acts of the Apostles speaks of the night prayer
experience of Paul and Silas. “And at midnight
Paul and Silas prayed, and sang praises unto God:
and the prisoners heard them. And suddenly there
was a great earthquake, so that the foundations of
the prison were shaken: and immediately all the
doors were opened, and every one's bands were
loosed.” (Acts 16:25—-26).

The night vigil involves sacrifice. The best
moments of our sleep we choose to spend with our
best friend Jesus. When the whole world sleeps,

the prayer warrior keeps a watch on them ip Spirit
like a good Shepherd. The silence speaks loudey
than the words when we place ourselves before
our Eucharistic Lord. We don't neeg
words to express our feeling to him.
The intense moments of prayer help us to be deep
in touch with the lord.

All those participate in the night vigil serviceg
here speaks of their God experience as something
extraordinary. The outcome of a little sacrifice js
inner peace and lasting joy of the Spirit. It is often
said that “Prayer Changes Things!” We should
also add, “Prayer Changes Us!” It is true that your
prayers will change things around you but
sometimes your prayers change you. To make it
more personal, “Prayer Changes Me!” At times
our situation even remains the same; but we are
different.

This is the experience of all those who attend our
night vigil at St. Louis.

Fr Arun D. CSC

Build Your Wealth In A Planned Manner And Meet
Your Financial Goals And Future Expenditure 4

> Financial protection for you and your loved ones’
» Gift your child a financially secured future '
» Secure for child education and marriage

» No worries after retirement

> Tax benefit, Tax free, profitable income

> Guaranteed returns, not market linked

Contact - 95946 70848 / 70216 39188 '
Felix Fernandes - Life Advisor




Christ — An Icon of Humility

A man recently asked on a Facebook
group about why did Jesus, despite being
the Son of God, let John the Baptist
baptise him (Mt 3: 13-17). I did answer
his query but I continued to reflect on it
and the Holy Spirit led me to understand
an important facet, among the many,
of Christ's nature (True God & True man)
- HUMILITY.

For God to accept human form is not
common. It takes a great deal of humility
to accept such suffering and death for the
salvation of mankind. Jesus
unquestioningly agreed to be the
unblemished lamb to be slain. At the
wedding feast at Cana, Christ modestly
obeyed his Mother and performed a
miracle despite it not being the right time
for himtodo so (Jn 2: 1-5).

Alot of people admonished a blind beggar
who called out to Jesus as he walked by
(Mk 10:46-52). Jesus heard him, asked
him to come forward and healed him.
Christ never saw his legions of followers
as a burden. Our Lord calls out to us, as
he did to the blind beggar, with a lot of
love and humility. Jesus also never
boasted of his healing or miracles; you
know him saying 'YOUR FAITH has
made you well'. Only someone with an
incredible amount of humility can credit
the healing to the believer's faith.
Also, Jesus never asked for any favours
in return or any monetary value.

Do you remember any passage from the
Bible that shows the Anointed One
meeting only the rich and powerful?

Rather, you'll see Jesus break bread
with tax collectors, the down-trodden
and also the prostitutes. He stood up to
an irate mob and saved Mary
Magdalene from physical harm. It takes
inordinate courage to break societal
norms and show love to an ostracised
section of people.

In the Hollywood movie 'Indiana Jones
and the Last Crusade’, the protagonist
Jones has a puzzle involving Christ to
solve. If he makes a wrong move it could
take his life. However, he solves the
puzzle keeping in mind the humility of
Jesus thus saving the day.

Now let us look at the birth of Christ.
One would generally expect God to be
born in a gold-plated palace. But Jesus
was born in a stable surrounded by
shepherds and animals. Not really the
ideal place for the King of Kings. The list
of the Saviour's instances of humility is
endless, but the question is, can we

emulate that modesty?
Cleston D’Costa, St. Louis Sector

SHUBHAM CHEMIST & GENERAL STORE

+ Caning fon your healeh!
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2 All Allopathic, Ayurvedic, Cosmetics &
Surgical medicine

B.P. Instrument, Glucometer (Diabetes
device), Weighing Machine & Nebulizer
Machine.

Generic medicines at reasonable rate
Pharmacist available to answer questions
about medicine

Easy Medicine transfer if not in use

All Credit & Debit Card & PayTM accepted
FREE HOME DELIVERY

Getdiscount on all medicines

Place your orderon 8169354033 OR

Send your prescription on
Whatsapp no. 9702989404
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September to
November 2018

SEPTEMBER
Monti Fest: On September 9, there was a
special Konkani Mass at 10.30 am, followed
by a traditional fellowship meal.

f— B3

Special mass at Mount Mary: The senior
citizens attended the special mass on
September 17 at Mount Mary's Basilica,
Bandra.

SVP Feast: On September 27, the SVP
members celebrated their feast for the
adopted families. As many as 90 people
attended the function.

Sunday school outreach programme:
Communicants visited an orphanage in
Malad. Students of Std VII and VIII visited
Bosco Boy's home, Borivli. Confirmation
students visited Shanti Dhan in Gorai.
Love offerings that were collected during the
Nativity novenas and were distributed to
these homes.

Auxiliary Rally: The members of the Legion
of Mary organized a get-together for the
auxiliary members on September 20.
Around 50 auxiliaries attended the rally.

Youth recollection: The youth attended
the recollection programme on September
30 at Don Bosco, Matunga. It was organized
by the DBYS and CCR, the main topic was
“Devotee to Disciple”. Around 25 youth from
the parish attended the recollection service.

OCTOBER
Rosary: Inthe month of Of:tober, rosary wag
conducted daily in English, Marathi an4
Konkani in the church. The statue of oy,
Lady was also circulated to the sectq,

families.

SVP meet: Members attended Centra]
Council festival meeting held on October 7 at
Our Lady of Velankanni Shrine, Bhate

Bhandar, Uttan.

Rosary Rally: On October 14, Sunday
school children recited the rosary,
Fr. Arun put up a PPT presentation on
“Mary, the mother of God”.

Deanery Youth day: The parish youth
attended the deanery youth day held at
Our Lady of Remedy Church, Poinsur on
October 14. There were activities and talks,
followed by music and a jam session.

NOVEMBER
Louisian Sports Day: On November 4 and
11, the youth organized the Louisian Sports
Day. A total of 11 sectors participated in the
event. The championship trophy was won b:
Holy Family Sector.

Christ the King: Holy hour was conducte:
in Marathi, English and Konkani and also fc
the children and youth, followed by -
procession, benediction and preaching 0
Fr. Prashant Saldanha.

COMPILED BY: Cheryl Rege
St. Peter's Sector, Dahisar East)







