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VISION :

Easter: Celebration Of Life In A New Way

The temporary
darkness that envelops
the congregation
gathered to celebrate
the Easter Vigil is
dispelled by the power of
ONE candle. This is no
ordinary candle. The
Pascal candle lit from
the Easter fire has the
ability to illuminate the
entire church and
banish the darkness of
our sins already [
redeemed by our Lord's
supreme sacrifice. The R4
flame from this one candle is shared and dlffused
throughout the faithful until hundreds of reflections
of that light bathe the entire church in a warm glow.
All this is a manifestation of the power of the
resurrected Christ to cast out the darkness of our lives.

It is part of human weakness to despair and lose
our way in the dark. On a personal level, a catastrophe
can knock us off our feet like serious illness, accident
or a bereavement. At the family level, we can engage
in destructive behaviour because of feelings of ill-will
and ego. At the community level, we can make
impulsive decisions that endanger our long-term well-
being in society.

A small boy who was consistently late coming
home from school. His parents warned him one day
that he must be home on time, but nevertheless he
arrived later than ever. His mother met him at the
door and said nothing.

At dinner that night, the boy looked at his plate.
There was a slice of bread and a glass of water. He
looked at his father's full plate and then at his father,
but his father remained silent. The boy was crushed.

The father waited for the full impact to sink in,
then quietly took the boy's plate and placed it in front
of himself. He took his own plate of meat and potatoes,
put it in front of the boy, and smiled at his son. When
that boy grew to be a man, he said, “All my life I've
known what God is like by what my father did that
night.”
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Where do we find the guidance to help us get back
on track when darkness takes over? For many people
struggling with darkness in their lives, associations
such as SCC, Prayer Groups, St. Vincent de Paul
Society, Legion of Mary, Youth Group, Ladies of Sodality
and such other selfless associations of our parish
animated by their faith could be the light that acts as
a beacon of hope. Like the power of one candle, may
these associations shine and dispel the darkness in
another's life and be the light at the end of the tunnel.
And, taken together, all of those candles have the
power to bathe our communities in the warm glow of
compassion that leads to opportunity for every fellow
human being. A helping hand, a kind word, a
necessary resource shared can be the spark that
provides light where before there was none.

This Easter celebration of new life, of light
overcoming darkness gives us the hope and faith that
will show us the way throughout this coming year.
Let us reflect the light of the Easter candle to all those
we meet, especially to those of our brethren who are
looking for a way out of darkness in their lives. Dear
parishioners, let us celebrate life in a new way by
being a spark that provides light for others by being a
part of numerous cells and associations flourishing
in our parish. May the peace of the Risen Lord be
with you and family always. Wishing you all a Happy
Easter.

Fr. Martin, C.S.C
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Sportspersons warm up before a
match to prepare themselves to
face its challenges. So too, we
need warming during these 40
days of Lent to prepare ourselves
spiritually for Easter. During this
period we engage in three spiritual excercises; prayer,
fasting and almsgiving. Five Sundays of Lent help us
in soul. Scarching and taking stock. The liturgy and
the word of God on these five Sundays reveal the true
spirit of the Lenten Season to faithful seekers.

On Good Friday, the disciples were deeply and bitterly
disappointed when Christ was crucified. They had
hoped that Jesus was the one to set them free. Today,
our governance is in shambles. She state of security
is in tatters. Health and poverty alleviation schemes
are in bad shape. Violence against women, rapes,
scams, vandalism, targeted attack on our Churches
in Delhi and other parts of India. Religious right wing
accussing Christians of forced conversions, RSS chief
Mohan Bhagwat ascribed motive to Mother Teresas'
work, saying that her agenda was conversion.

All our dreams are in pieces. Darkness looms over the
nation especially the Christians with no ray of hope in
sight. Christ demonstrated by this life on earth that
the ‘death resurrection journey’ is the only way of living
the sacrificial love of God that is essential to the Easter
Story of Christ's New and Eternal life. He is alive not
just after death, but here and now, Christ is
everywhere. The disciples found him in the breaking

Easter - resurrection of Jesus

of the bread. He appeared to them and said, “ Wherever
two or three are gathered in my name, I am there in
thier midst and also said that I am with you always,
even to the end of the world.”

With the risen Lord, we confront sickness, despair and
come through that valley of darkness. We follow Christ
himself in this pilgrimage from death to life, confident
that god opens the way before us. Dying and rising are
an integral part of undying love of Christ that we are
committed to in order to stand on the side of justice,
mercy and peace. The season of lent is time for us to
open our hearts and allow Lord to transform our life.

Love is the eye, which enables us see and understand
the resurrection. That is why, after the resurrection
some saw Jesus but others did not, some understood
the resurrection while others did not. Those with the
eyes of faith saw and understood. Those without the
eyes of love either didn't see anything or were
perplexed or upset by what they did see.

Christ is risen, though we might not see Him! Whether
we see or not and what precisely we do see depends
mainly in what's going on inside our own hearts. For
Jesus' broken body will sanctify and blood will wash us
clean of all our sinfulness on Good friday. This in turn
will illumine and transform our old selves into new
selves. Lent leads us to fulfillment and culmination in
the resurrection of Jesus on Easter Day.
Happy Easter!

Diago Tuscano
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(CLASS | TO CLASS IX)

FROM 20™ APRIL TO 15™ MAY, 2015

Forms will be available in the
parish office from April 1%, 2015.
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EASTER: CELEBRATION OF LIFE IN A NEW WAY

The temporary darkness that
envelops the congregation

athered to celebrate the
Easter Vigil is dispelled by the
power of ONE candle.This is no
ordinarycandle. The Pascal
candle lit from the Easter fire
has the ability to illuminate the
entire church and banish the
darkness of our sins already
redeemed by our Lord's
supreme sacrifice. The flame
from this one candle is shared
and diffused throughout the faithful until hundreds of
reflections of that light bathe the entire church in a
warm glow. All this is a manifestation of the power of
{he resurrected Christ to cast out the darkness of our
IVES.

It is part of human weakness to despair and lose our
way in the dark. On a personal level, a catastrophe
can knock us off our feet like serious illness, accident
or a bereavement. At the family level, we can engage
in destructive behaviour because of feelings of ill-will
andego. At the community level, we can make
impulsive decisions that endanger our long-term well-
being in society.

A young wife had become gravely ill, then suddenly
passed away, leaving the big man alone with a wide-
eyed, flaxen-haired girl, not quite five years old. After
the burial at the small cemetery, the big man and his
little girl returned to what now seemed an empty,
lifeless house. The man brought his daughter’s little
bed into his room so they could face the emptiness of
first dark night together. As the minutes slipped by
that night, the young girl was having a dreadful time
trying to sleep...and so was her father. What could
pierce a man’s heart deeper than a child sobbing for a
mother who would never come back? After a while,
the little girl managed to stop crying—but only out of
sorrow for her father. Thinking his daughter was
asleep, the father looked up and said brokenly, “I trust
You, Father, but...it's dark as midnight” Hearing her
dad’s prayer, the little girl began to cry again. “I thought
you were asleep, baby,” he said. “Papa, I can’t even
see you, it's so dark.” Then, through her tears, the
little girl whispered, “But you love me, even if it's
dark—don’t you, Papa? Enlightened by the words of the
girl, the man prayed “Father, it’s dark as midnight. I
can't see You at all, but You love me, even when it's
dark and I can't see, don’t You?” From the blackest of
hours, the Lord touched him with new strength,
enabling him to carry on.

Where do we find the guidance to help us get back on
track when darkness takes over? For many people
struggling with darkness in their lives, associations
such as SCC, Prayer Groups, St. Vincent de Paul
Society, Legion of Mary, Youth Group, Ladies of Sodality
and such other selfless associations of our parish

animated by their faith could
be the light that acts as a
beacon of hope. Like the power
of one candle, may these
assoclations shine and dispel
the darkness in another's life
and be the light at the end of
the tunnel. And, taken
together, all of those candles
have the power to bathe our
communities in the warm glow
of compassion that leads to
opportunity for every fellow
human being. A helping hand, a kind word, a
necessary resource shared can be the spark that
provides light where before there was none.

This Easter celebration of new life, of light overcoming
darkness gives us the hope and faith that will show
us the way throughout this coming year. Let us reflect
the light of the Easter candle to all those we meet,
especially to those of our brethren who are looking for
a way out of darkness in their lives. Dear
parishioners, let us celebrate life in a new way by
being a spark that provides light for others by being a
part of numerous cells and associations flourishing
in our parish. May the peace of the Risen Lord be
with you and family always. Wishing you all a Happy

Easter.

Sound & Lights on Hire

Hector D'Souza
Mobile; 9820939012 djhector(@zerodectbel.n
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