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I am happy to be
part of Louisan
B family to celebrate

H this Christmas and

QI8 2016. In our near

B past, our parish had
n SNl scen various
A &-ggn| meaningful and

b enjoyable activities
like Louisan sports, Eucharistic procession, rosary
rally, etc. And now we have begun the season of
warning and hope. The liturgical season of Advent,
calls us to thank God for Christ's coming into our
lives. He showed us what life is all about. It is
important for us that this advent we need to
meditate on this truth in a special way.
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Jesus gave us valid principles by which we could
live authentic lives. But he knew that the human
heart could not live in isolation. He formed the
Church with a people held together by love. In that
community, we discover unlimited possibilities
and meaning. Alone we can do nothing. Together
we are called to find real meaning as a parish
community this advent.

Christ comes to us in grace. He speaks to us in our
consciences, he comes to us in the Eucharist and in
the Word of God proclaimed. He arrives in the
person of the beggar, the needy, the suffering, and
oppressed. We must be ready to receive and
welcome Him when He comes, however He comes.
Advent is a time to prepare ourselves for the
coming of Jesus in our hearts, families, and parish
community at large and are we prepared to
recognize him in the surprises of the day!

We need to prepare ourselves for Christ allowing
him to be reborn daily in our lives. Advent is the
time for us to make this preparation by repenting
for our sins, by renewing our lives through prayer
and penance and by sharing our blessings with
others. Let us accept the challenge of Alexander
Pope this Advent season:

“What does it profit me if Jesus is reborn in

thousands of cribs all over the world and

notreborninmy heart?"
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Unday school Activities
Nativity Novena's

The Novena Mass for the Nativity Feast was animated
by the Sunday school children. The theme for the
Novena was “Creation”. With the assistance of the
catechism teachers the children presented prayer
dance and skits during the novena days which made
the Eucharistic celebration more meaningful. Keeping
in mind the theme of the novena an activity was
conducted for the children on “Joe the carpenter”.
Each day of the novena the children were given
stickers of various tools used by the carpenter and the
children were asked to stick these tools around the
outline of a globe provided to them, symbolizing that
human beings should take care of God's creation and
not destroy it. Students also brought love offerings for
the less fortunate children which were later sent to the
orphanage “Sneha Sadan” at Malad (West).

Visit to Sneha Sadan Orphanage
The Sunday school children visited the orphan

children of “Sneha Sadan” Malad (West), on the 19"
Sep 2015. The catechism teachers along with the
children reached the place at 4.00 p.m. They were
greeted by the orphans with a welcome song. The
Sunday school children also sang hymns for the
orphans. Various interactive games were organized
and the children spent good time with each other for 2
hours. The Sister in charge provided information to
our children about the orphanage. The children then
handed over gifts, donations and love offerings to the
orphans that were collected during the Nativity
Novena. This experience made the children realize
that they are blessed to have a caring family. The
children also learnt that they should not demand things
from their parents and that they should share their
things with the less fortunate.

Rosary Rally
On the 25" Oct 2015 Rosary Rally was organized for

the Sunday school children, where insights about the 4
mysteries were provided through videos and power
point presentations. This helped the children to deepen
their knowledge and understanding about the
mysteries. This was followed by a talk where
Fr. Martin mentioned that Rosary can be recited by
everyone that is rich or poor, young or old, individual
or group. Rosaries were also distributed to the
children, thus encouraging them to pray the Rosary
daily along with their family members. Housje game
was conducted for the children based on the 4
mysteries, after which the winners were awarded
prizes. This session came to an end with lunch which
was enjoyed by the children.

Joslin Noronha

Louisian sports meet 2015

One of the most eagerly awaited events in the St Loy; S
Parish calendar is the LOUISAN SPORTS MEET
it provides a platform for our community to come
together in a spirit of friendly competition and a shot at

sporting glory.

Louisan Sports Meet was held on 24" and 25° October,
2015 and as usual, the enthusiasm was infectious.
Participants got down to serious practice sessions and
kept themselves fit in order to give their best and help
their teams to win the Championship Trophy.

The spirit of both C's - camaraderie and competition
added spice to the proceedings from the moment the
meet was declared open by Fr. Lancy D' Silva, our
Parish Priest. No quarter was given and no quarter
taken as supporters cheered every point, every goal
and exhorted their respective teams.

This year's disciplines included Throwball for
Women, Volleyball, Football and Basketball for Men.
Indoor sports included TT and Carom. All rounds were
fiercely contested. And the victors gloriously won our
appreciations and awards. Kudos to all the winners.

The parish team takes this opportunity to thank all the
participants, officiating personnel and sponsors for
making this a truly memorable occasion and look
forward to their continued support.

Willmer Rego

Important note regarding Christmas Greetings.

Please don't use the term 'season's greetings' during
Christmas. This term is promoted by people who do
not want to take the Name of "Christ". We as
Christians should not hesitate to say "Christ"mas
season,

It is wrong to use the term "X'mas. X' means unknown
in mathematical terminology. But we as Christians,
know that it's birthday of our Saviour Jesus Christ. We
know him, He is not unknown to us. So let's use the
term "Christ"mas properly.

Let'§ not use the image of Santa clause to greet on
Christmas, Christmas is birthday of Jesus not of Santa.
This is used for the commercial benefits by
Non-Christians, We as Christians let's not send
greetings with Santa image. Let us send the image of

baby Jesus in the Crib or Baby Jesus with Joseph
and Mary.

Let's not be blind imitators of those who misuse it.
)




GIVING

It is in giving that we not only receive but we are also
blessed. Giving is interrelated with loving, sharing and
forgiving. One must remember that to receive one
must first be empty or give to the other, and this idea
needs to be expressed from time to time, repetitively to
all, for there will be some who are a bit rigid for a
change, to accept something new. But the message that

loving = giving is the mark of Christianity. Love can
be expressed through giving,

y
You make a life by

what youg/e.”
~Winsto‘_ ‘urch_ﬂl T2

It was when Samuel's mother, Hannah (1 sam) gave
Samuel, her first born, to God that she conceived five
more children. Similarly Abraham offered Isaac to
God, only to receive him back from whom he had his
descendants to fill the Promised Land. (Gen 22).

Joylin Fernandes

God first gave us his only begotten son, Jesus out of
love, that we may have life here on earth and thereafter.
When we share or give, we get rid of our selfishness
and create an opportunity for abundance. The little boy
who gave 5 loaves and 2 fish is an excellent example
from Jn 6:1-14. It is in sharing that we multiply. In
sharing you bring forth life or give life.

Giving is not only sharing your good fortune with the
less fortunate but also humbly thanking the good Lord
for providing adequately without insufficiency. By
giving, you are not doing any iavor to anyone but
yourself. We become life givers following Christ. In
other words we become Christ like, a person of love, a
true image and a child of God.

Many cells in our parish like SVP, welfare fund
committee, etc., share or give to the less fortunate by
means of education, nutrition, medicines, healing,
comfort, love and sheltering the homeless thus
fulfilling our Parish Vision "Breaking the word of
Godin our families and sharing the breadwith  the
needy" and this help us to celebrate the true spirit of
Christmas.

Merry Christmas and a Prosperous New Year.




=" Whatis the vision of family cell?
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Make the family aware of its role and mission
(educational)

Development of healthy family life (preventive)
Reaching out to families in distress (therapeutic)

©

What is the role of the family cell?

Building the family into a domestic church where
the parents are first teachers, catechists,
inculcating Gospel values.

Providing a spirituality of the family, family
catechesis especially the centrality of spousal love
and parental love.

To make Christ the center of each home. “Family
that prays together stays together”.

Preparing animator couples to act as counsellors
and healers in traumatic family situations.
Organizing marriage preparation courses and
marriage enrichment programs to bring families
together.

To make families aware of their role.
Conscientize families about the anti-family
tendencies examples abortion, contraception.

To become pro-life and promote openness to life,
Keeping the family on the parish agenda to
enhance the total quality of family life and
transform it into a vibrant church,

Counsel and support families in crisis,
Communication and enrichment programs for
married couples. Eg. Love, faith enrichment,
anger management, conflict management,
parenting programs, domestic violence/AA, drug
addiction.

Celebration of special days: World marriage day,
Family day, Parents day, Christmas, Recollection
services, Picnic for families of parish, etc...
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Dress code for churchgoers

1 Corinthians 6:19-20 - Or do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit within you, whom you have  from
God? You are notyour own, foryouwere bought with aprice. So glorify Godinyour body.

Looking at the inappropriate and casual style of dressing that many Catholics opt for mass and even at religious functions,
about 10 years ago, Archbishop of Mumbai, Cardinal Ivan Dias, issued a dress code for churchgoers, which urges the faithful
to dress modestly during services. Details have been communicated from the pulpit at Sunday Mass & thru Catholic journals.
The code says, "Whereas in days gone by, the 'Sunday Best' used to become at times a sort of fashion parade, the modern
tendency would seem to go to the other extreme, with people wearing attire which is considered casual and unbecoming of the
sacred dignity of the church and the members of its congregation. " The Cardinal states, "The dress code and behavior patterns
in the church require our special attention. One cannot ignore the critical remarks being made by many, even by those of other
faiths, with regardto the attire used by some persons, when theyworship in church." 1 Peter 2:12- "Be careful to live properly
among your unbelieving neighbors.

The code also exhorts Priests, Altar servers, lectors, church helpers and choir, to be properly attired. Itsays. "/ earnestly exhort
\ thelay faithful 1o come to church functions attired in a way that shows their respect for the sacred place they are worshipping
" in." The Cardinal says, "dlthough God is present everywhere, he dwells in a very special way in the church...It's fitting that
| priests, religious and lay faithful who come to church should present themselves in a manner befitting His sacred presence.”

Get this right—the cardinal isn't insisting on excessive formality, what he is calling for is a greater sense of decorum in dress

(qaodest dressing) which has taken a beating in the last several years. Church officials say the dress code; it is an attempt to

discourage vulgarity. Youngsters/married women, today troop in, minis, tights, plunging necklines, sleeveless, open backs

:n}:“ s:agl;etzn;g.s;’aps, (men in shorts) which doesn't find favour with God, the officiating priest and the congregation.
ew 6: .

Those who recognize the Real Presence of the Lord Jesus present in the Sacred Tabernacle, pride themselves on self-respect
and choose the best for the Lord. Those who do not recognize the Real Presence of the Lord Jesus, lack pride and self-respect.
The faithful are encouraged to wear any modest (decent) fashion clothing's, clean, neat with their hair tied tightly, for the
sglemn and sacrefl celebration of the Holy Mass and while entering any Holy places. Itisnotasin to like nice clothes, butitisa
sin when that desire for fashion becomes more important than your faith.

Aliwyn Frank







