Youisian Samachar

! mfwm BULLETIN OF ST. LOUIS CHURCH, DAHISAR WEST, MUMBAI 68

séro @

$t. Louls Pray for us DECENNIAL SPECIAL EDITION ® AUGUST 2018




Fowisian Samachar

AUGUST 2018

VRN e T
- Hp 5

-

- S

TABLE OF CONTENTS

Editorial Note (English & Marathi)

Parish Priest's Message (English & Marathi)

Letter from Lord Anton

Message from Oswald Cardinal Gracias

Message from Fr. Leo D'Souza

Message from Mr. Ignatius D’'Souza . .......ccccevvvecnnnninnneenn. 9
History of St. Louis Church by Mr. Charlie D’Silva

(Marathi and English)

Message from Mr. Salvador Saldanha

Message from Mrs. Jacintha Rodrigues

Advertisements

An interview with Fr. Lawrence D'Almeida

Mossaga Trom Fr. Mt §.cuuiassoinmmssbims 27
Message from Fr. Arun D. ..o 28
St. Louis Church Official

Advertisements

Articles (Marathi)

Report on St. Louis Decennial Celebration

Photo Gallery

Youth Page

Events Page

Advertisements

Articles

Advertisements

Obituaries

Advertisements




Louigian Samachar

In the blink of an eye we have completed a decade as a parish and a new church
structure. St. Louis parish has flourished over these years in terms of numbers of
sectors and cells and associations, taking the church from strength to strength,
The clergymen of the congregation of Holy Cross (CSC) who serve in Dahisar have

shown tremendous leadership and shared the love of Christ Jesus
with us consistently.

This decennial special issue of the 'Louisian Samachar' will be close to our hearts
and certainly to yours too. When you read this edition, you will walk with us on a
rather joyous and evocative journey. Some of the articles herein are cocooned in
sentiments of nostalgia, of hard work, of community spirit and unity,

and the fierce dedication and involvement of parishioners and clergy in
realising a dream.

We are blessed to have received letters of appreciation from His Eminence
Oswald Cardinal Gracias, Provincial Head Fr. Leo D'Souza and more.

Our parish is specially honoured to have received a letter from Lord Anton,
a descendant of our patron, St. Louis.

Bringing out this special issue was an arduous tasgc but the Lord made it happen
through his people. I feel deeply appreciative of the parish team that ideated a
special issue of the Louisian Samachar and let the editorial board work freely in
the best interest of the magazine. I also commend my team, both the editorial and

' the advertising section. The ad team has put in incredible effort
in. collating advertisements for this issue, resulting in an overwhelming
response. On behalf of my team, I thank all parishioners and well-wishers who
helped procure and placed ads with a generous heart, making this
issue even more memorable.

To all those who helped in myriad ways possible, I am in immense debt of your
kindness and love. May our good Lord bless you and your families.

Cleston D’Costa
Chief Editor




One Parish, One Family
Cditorvial Note
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TOGETHER
WE CAN!
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«He is like @ man which built a house, and dug deep, and laid the foundation on a rock: and
the stream beat vehemently upon that house, and could not shake it

when the flood arose,
for it was founded upon a rock.” (Luke 6:48)

Dear Parishioners and well-wishers,
 feel truly blessed to be back in your midst and celebrate a very special moment in our
ourney — the tenth anniversary of St Louis Parish's formation, coinciding with the feast

J
of our patron St. Louis. From a fledgling chapel to a beautiful place of worship,

we have indeed come along way.

I take this opportunity to thank all our priests and religious who have selflessly
ministered to the needs of our parish ever since our beginning as a mass centre.
I acknowledge with a grateful heart the overwhelming support from our parish
community, be it at the level of cells and associations or in individual capacity.
Let me congratulate each and every one of you for participating to make this
journey a success.

Our theme for the celebration of the feast, coinciding with the decennial celebration,
is 'One Parish One Family', which suggests that unity in diversity is our strength.
We need diversity to grow as a family or community. We are called upon to cherish the

differences of languages, cultures as well as liturgies. The real richness lies in our
differences, which we can call our uniqueness.

I sincerely thank our clergy team of comprising Fr Gordon, Fr Martin, Fr Arun and
Regent Naresh for their dedication and support. The members of Liturgy Committee,
Cultural Committee and Magazine Committee need to be singled out for special
mention for having done a commendable job in executing the plans laid out by the Co-
ordinating committee. Special thanks to our PPC members for taking great pains in
mobilising their respective community members and bringing out the best in them-

The tasks and the challenges that lie ahead are indeed great but together WE CAN!

On behalf of my clergy team, I once again convey my gratitude and best wishes:

May St Louis continue to guide and bless us on our journey ahead.

Fr. Ronald Fernandes CSC
Parish Priest
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Dear Fathers and parishioners zy‘ft Louis Churchy Dahisar :

It is with o mu&:f_gmtjoy tfmt!writata}wwmtﬁe momentons occasion i the very younq hamy :y’
St Lowés Church.

Am»de;cendmtgf_ftuw IX, King of France., &w;«tmmfyowpwﬁh, it gives e even more joy to
mbﬁafyawud[éé&m the decennial celebrations cf/ymrpmffzﬁammtiomto coawd&wiﬂvﬁwtcf!t
Loués on 26th Auqust, 2018,

1 have been, learning q‘mprqgmmmd&!yftww Church and, St Louis School and I commend, eachs
Mweyauﬁrywﬁm&w ejﬁn‘:r mbui[dbfﬁwrbwnj Mw.‘brmtaommudgf bwe:w‘ae,efm socéety.

May St Louis continue to touch, quide and bless each and, every family in your parish and, I hope to be
able to visit your pml:/pauday.

Dr. Rowero Anton M Alban- Anderssén, Lord, of Hartforth -




One Parish, One Family

ARCHBISHOP'S HOUSE

21, Nathalal Parekh Marg,

Mumbai - 400 001.

TEL. : 2202 1093/1183/1203

FAX :91-22-2285 3872

Email : diocesebombay @ gmail.com

Oswald Cardinal Gracias

MESSAGE

It is with deep joy and gratitude to God that I send this message to
Fr. Ronald Fernandes CSC, Parish Priest, the Parish team and the parishioners of
St. Louis Church, Dabhisar, as they celebrate the 10th Anniversary of their Church.
This is a time of rejoicing and thanksgiving. It is an occasion for greater unity among
the priests and parishioners so as to build a greater community of faith and love —
a spiritual house of which St. Peter speaks of when he says, “like living stones
be yourselves built into a spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual
sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ” (1 Pet 2:5).

I have fond memories of having dedicated this beautiful church of St. Louis,
your patron on 6th April 2008 amidst great fervour, joy and festivities among all of the
parishioners and well-wishers. St. Louis Church began in the year 1972 as a
small mass centre and has come a long way since then. It was initially taken care of by
our diocesan priests, first from Immaculate Conception Church, Borivali and then
with a resident priest-in-charge. The Holy Cross Fathers, who already had a
house nearby, graciously accepted Cardinal Ivan Dias' invitation to take over
pastoral responsibilities for the unit. It was in the year 2003-04 that work began
towards building a Church and School. The parishioners heeded the call of the
Holy Cross Fathers and responded whole-heartedly working together with fortitude
and utmost dedication towards realising their dream of having a worthy place of
worship. It is certainly inspiring to see how this Parish has grown into a big community
of believers bound together as one family striving to establish God's Kingdom.

On this joyful occasion while I congratulate Fr. Ronald, his team and
all the parishioners, I pray that the parish of St. Louis Church, Dahisar may respond
to the call of Jesus, our Lord and Saviour ever more generously thus becoming
a witnessing faith-filled community. May God shower his choicest blessings on the
parish community of St. Louis Church, Dahisar. May St. Louis, the Patron
of this parish intercede on your behalf and may Mary, the Mother of God

guide your every step.
+ ﬂlﬂ'é 4{1@—-
-_'_'-—-—

® Oswald Cardinal Gracias
Archbishop of Bomba

August 28, 2018
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D'Almeida, CSC, priest-in-charge, his pastoral te

and all the committed parishioners.
a mighty church. Re-living the reality of

St. Louis church has grown from a tiny shed to ' .
this glorious past must instil in one and all at St. Louis church an attitude never to quit
doing altruistic service to all at St. Louis church. A glorious future becomes

a reality only when all at St. Louis church will face problems and difficulties as

opportunities to succeed in life.
s us to deepen our faith in Divine Providence and strive to change
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St. Louis church is on the threshold of creating a promising future under the effective
leadership of Fr. Ronald Fernandes, his pastoral team and parish council. I appeal to

all parishioners to introspect and critically evaluate the heritage of the glorious ten

d transform it into holistic values of love, compassion, mercy, unity,

years of the past an
cern for

justice, peace, tolerance, truthfulness, accountability, transparency and con
the poor. It is only then that our glorious past will motivate all to be catalyst in giving

birth to a bright future.

I wish all at St. Louis church God'_s continual benevolence to work together as a team to

;reate an optimistic future for all at Dahisar. I extend my prayerful support ¥
f 'Roz.1a1d Fernandes, CSC, his pastoral team and all the parishioners to re-kindle and

revitalize the vision of our glorious past. |

Fr. Leo D'Souza, CSC M
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% The Best is

Yet to Come!
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As we prepare to celebrate the 10" anniversary of the inauguration of our new church building
and St. Louis parish, | am prompted to reflect on the milestones in my own life and how
I handled them. Each succeeding milestone seems to be better, and [ was better prepared to

handle the next one.

Our 10th anniversary is like when I was 10 years old in school, just gone from primary to
secondary. So, are we as a parish community, just out of primary, with a long way to go.

In hindsight, I pause to look on my childhood and remember persons and events that made me

a 10-year-old, and I am grateful.

Celebrating a milestone does not permit us to be complacent. We have to now strive to
strengthen the unity and build cohesive local communities, resulting in a strong and vibrant

parish community. This will be a joyous reason for even grander celebration when we reach

the next milestone, the Silver Jubilee.

Our parish vision mission statement is lofty and meaningful. '‘Breaking the Word of God in our
family and sharing Bread with the needy.' We have various initiatives in the parish to work this

out. Can we, at this stage, take a hard look at our way of working and if needed change course?

Change is the call of Now, to be relevant. The Archdiocese of Bombay has taken a bold step of
moving from Parish Youth Groups (PYG) to Neighbourhood Youth Groups (NYG). This is a step
towards decentralisation of youth activities so as to include more participants at the local
level. It is going to be a difficult and unpleasant task, as many are expressing. The aim is to
make “inclusiveness” and “local needs” a reality. The centralised “reaching out” activity

excludes a large number of person’é 'wlpirho are not available to the parish for various reasons.
Ahumble appeal to all parishio € is to resolve to 'put a shoulder to the wheel' so that
the parish vehicle may move on t é!;igve ‘greater good' for the 'glory of God'.

‘The best is yet to come!’ A

Ignatius D'Souza
Viee President, Parish Pastoral
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My Tryst with

It was by sheer accident, or you may call it providence
if you wish, that I first set foot on St. Louis Mass Centre
at Dahisar in January 1984. Though I was a parishioner
of Immaculate Conception Church since 1978, I had
not heard of the Dahisar mass centre and was content
attending mass at Don Bosco, Borivili.
However, when there was a new arrival in the family,
I had to go and meet the Parish Priest at IC.
So, I called on Fr. Nascimento D'Sa, the then Parish
Priest, and requested that my first born be baptized on a
Sunday morning. Fr. Nascimento was not amused.
He told me straight: “All baptisms are held at 4.00 pm
and 1 cannot make an exception.” I explained to him
my difficulty, but he wasn't moved. Out of spite,
I stomped out; the reverberations on the wooden floor

and staircase made Fr. Bosco Remedios come out of

his room to see what is happening.

Seeing me, he exclaimed, “Salu, what's the matter?”
I told him that I am cheesed off and will not come there
again. He coolly held my hand and knocked on the
door opposite the staircase landing. A saintly priest,
with flowing beard, came out. Fr. Bosco asked:
“Elias, what time is the mass at St. Louis on Sunday?”

Fr. Elias replied that it was at eight in the morning.

Fr. Bosco explained to him that I wanted my child to be
baptized and whether he could help out.
He readily agreed. So, there I was visiting St. Louis
Mass Centre, with my family for the Christening of
Siddhant, for the first time.

St. Louis, Dahisar

The following year some of my friends came "
Dahisar flat hunting and were impressed by Ny,
Dham Complex. They invited me to join j,
Seeing the full, flowing river (it was clear walter thy,
and not the cesspool that we have now), the archa;
Portuguese bridge and a small little chapel with lots o
greenery just across, it was love at first sigh
| moved in during the first half of August 1986 wi(,

one more addition to the family.

A lot of water has flown under the Dahisar Bridge
since then. Men, events, opportunitics and challenges
have shaped St. Louis into what it is today,
While many individuals have contributed towards its
growth, it will be presumptuous to attribute this
miracle to any one person or particular event. Each one
has triggered the progress leading on to a torrent of
enthusiastic volunteers, starting at early dawn and
returning late night. Their dedication for a cause and
commitment in collecting funds in every parish from
Colaba to Virar and Thane, in rain or shine, to build the

church, was asymphony in tenacity and resilience.

] am blessed to be a part of this narrative, in various
ways and capacities. It would be a long story if
I were to recount all of them. Suffice to say, God uses
each one of us - in spite of our weakness and

shortcomings - in ways beyond our understanding.

The 10th anniversary of our church s, therefore, a time
to thank the Lord for his goodness and be grateful toall
those who have been part of this miraclé

called St. Louis.

Sal Saldanha
Viece President
SLCWF




? I began my journey in St Louis parish in
1986 as a devout parishioner. My fond
memory of the church was the chapel,
where a small congregation of individuals
came together to worship the Lord.
As the community grew larger a premises
for worship was essential. Hence, under
the leadership of Fr. Lawrence
D'Almeida, our former parish priest,
the community decided to work together
towards constructing the church we have
today in Dahisar.

As a dedicated catholic, along with other
enthusiastic parishioners, I began taking
up responsibilities towards building of
the church. I provided voluntary service
in collecting funds by going to different
churches as well as meeting sponsors,
coming up with strategic ideas to prepare
and get aid for the church project.

Among my many roles were organising
the necessary stationary and appeal
letters for those who set out to collect
funds from churches all over Mumbai.
I reminisce the days when we would wake
up at the break of dawn and gather
outside the chapel for the church-to-
church collection each Sunday.
Since then I became actively involved in
church activities and served as secretary
of the Parish Council. Currently, I am-an
executive member of the Council.

nally, we are one drop.
gether, we are an ocean.

As St Louis celebrates ten years I feel
blessed to be given an opportunity to be a
part of such a glorious and historic

moment.

It's said that unless the Lord builds, the
labourers' efforts are in vain.
Despite numerous constraints and
challenges throughout our journey we
were able to overcome the difficult
moments and conquer the peak with our
synergy and collaboration within the

community.

The words of the late Japanese writer
Ryunosuke Satoro aptly sums up the
community's efforts in the making of the
vibrant parish we have today.
'Individually, we are one drop. Together,
we are an ocean.’

Without the dedication, generosity,
assistance and love of the parish
community it would not be able attain
this dream project. The transformation
from chapel to church is the matter of
great achievement and satisfaction for
every parishioner. It has enabled us to
live the faith and witness the same.

As St. Louis Parish completes a decade,
may the Lord bless all those who gave,
and continue to give, their hands

to do His will.

Jacintha Diego Rodrigues
Executive Member - PPC




With Best Wishes from

JEROME & AGNES D'S @U-

PRA&MELA@R & FAN

Kandarpada, Dahisar West




With best compliments
fromn the famnilies of
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Owr Lady of Fatima Sector

Navagaon, Dahisar West
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