 St. Louis Parish

Dahisar (W), Mumbai 400 068.

Souvenir
20th April, 2014

With Best Wishes From
Mother Teresa Sector
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Oswald Cardinal Gracias

Give thanks to the LORD, for He is good; His love endures forever., Ps 107:1

It gives me great joy that the parishioners of St Louis Church are planning to bring out a
souvenir in view of raising funds for the school project, which will be released on 19th
April 2014, during the Easter Vigil mass.

St. Louis Church started as a small chapel, a sub-centre of one of the oldest churches in the
Archdiocese of Mumbai - Our Lady of Immaculate Conception Church, Borivli West. A
nursery level school was started in 1983. The centre was looked after by the Carmelite
Fathers from 1984 to 1988. It was in 1994 this small prayer centre got a prayer hall and
various associations were started in the centre.

This became a sub-centre of Immaculate Conception Church, Borivli until 2003 when the
Holy Cross Fathers, who already had their house in the neighbourhood, took over
responsibility for the pastoral care of the people. The project for building a Church and a
school was soon initiated. The primary school was started in the year 2004. Through
various fund raising activities and donations, the parish team was able to raise funds for the
project. On April 6, 2008 the first phase of the project was completed. I was privileged to
bless it which included, the consecration of a beautiful Church dedicated to our patron St.
Louis.

I know that many of our dedicated priests and lay faithful have contributed their best to
complete the second phase of the school project. May you through the apostolate of
education continue to build God's Kingdom of love, peace and harmony.

e
¥ Oswald Cardinal Gracias
Archbishop of Bombay

& President, CCBI
April 15,2014




Bishop Dominic Savio Fernandes

Auxiliary Bishop
Archdiocese of Mumbai

The transformation of a sapling into a giant Oak tree comes to my mind
when I reflect on the journey of ST LOUIS SCHOOL that began almost
three decades ago with a small asbestos roofed structure doubling as a
church as well as a nursery classroom. The gigantic structure that today

houses a full fledged school is a reminder of a historic event reaching
maturity in the field of education

Many years ago, St. Louis Parish began to serve the people of Dahisar
that comprised mainly of locals engaged in the fishing industry. There
was no sign of any Educational Institution for miles around and the Priest
engaged in the Parish welfare thought of the need of putting up a school
for the social upliftment of the people.

Beginning from grassroots , a small nursery for the tiny tots was started
in1983 with a view to educate the growing population. This grew up

gradually to a status of a full-fledged secondary school by 2013 to
educate the entire population of Dahisar.

Kudos to the Priests of HOLY CROSS for catering to the spiritual
welfare of the people and also taking keen interest for their education and

upliftment and for the human service rendered to the residents of Dahisar.
May they be blessed a hundred fold.

Congratulations to the Management , Staff and Students of St Louis
School. May youkeep the flag flying high
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Our Lavdy of Immaculate Conception Chureh
Mt. Poinsur, Borivali (W), Mumbai 400103

Fr. Barthol Barretto
Dean & Parish Priest

At the request of Fr. Ronald Fernandes csc, Parish Priest, | feel honoured to
write a message which will be printed in the Souvenir to be released on the
occasion of the Easter Vigil Service.

If one looks at the history of St Louis (Church and School), Dahisar, one will be
amazed at the strides it has made over the past few years. From a very small
beginning, way back in 1983, the Holy Cross Fathers, with their persevering
efforts and zeal have contributed to the growth of the Church and School. The
newly built St. Louis Church under the leadership of Fr Lawrence Almeida and
his clergy team and various Committees, parishioners and well-wishers was
dedicated and blessed by His Eminence Oswald Cardinal Gracias,
Archbishop of Bombay on April 06,2008. The Nursery level of St Louis School
which started in 1983 slowly started growing and today, it has risen to a High
School Building. Having obtained full recognition quite recently, the School
has sent its first batch of Std X students to appear for the Board Examination
in March 2014. The School which has been built phase-wise has stuck to its
motto, Lead kindly light. Itis this light that inspires and challenges the Staff
and students to dispel the darkness of corruption so very rampant in our
society and become children of God’s light of justice, peace and good-will.

| pray that the Parish clergy team and parishioners, Management, Staff and
students may collaborate together effortlessly, and make St Louis Church and
St Louis High School, Dahisar, a reflection of God’s Kingdom of love, peace,

joy and happiness forever.

Qe
Bonn S

Fr.Barthol Barretto

April 02,2014




Provincial Superior
Fr. Leo D'Souza, C.S.C.

In the very humble Chapel of St. Louis Sub-Centre in Dahisar a seed was sown by the
founders of St. Louis Nursery Schoolin 1983 and was nurtured over the years by all the priests-in-
charge at the Sub-Centre. In the year 2003 the Congregation of Holy Cross took responsibility of
the school, and through the tireless efforts of Fr. Herve Morissette, Fr. Lawrence D'Almeida, Fr.
Gordon Didier'Serre, Fr. David Adaikalam, Fr. Leo D'Souza, Fr. Johnny, Fr. Ronald Fernandes and
their team of priests, teachers and staff assisted the original seed that was sown to grow into a
Mighty Tree with a strength of 1,500 students.

Our school’s first batch appeared for their Class X examinations in March this year. We
can be confident that we will have many intellectual giants who will tread the portals of St. Louis
school. The Fathers of Holy Cross have focused on educating both the heart and mind of all the
students of Dahisar who come from a variety of ethnic communities and income groups. |
foresee the present and future students of St. Louis School being catalysts of change in our
country. These students will definitely make a difference in the lives of the people of Dahisar,

Mumbai and India.

As the Management, Staff and Students of St. Louis School are on t
embarking on a new era in the annals of the history of their school, my sincere appreciation and
gratitude to every single person who has contributed his share in making St. Louis School what it
istoday. The timeis ripe to continue to give to the future generationsan education that is holistic,
that would empower the future students with a work ethic, moral and spiritual discipline and an
intellectual calibre to strive not only for the prospects of a brilliant career but also for an
integration of all the facets of life: human, spiritual, psychological, political and social. May all at
the School cooperate passionately and purposefully towards fulfilling this Vision. Do continue
your holistic educational policy in enabling all to make a difference in the lives of the poor with
audacity and resilience, by nurturing in the students the competence to see reality asit is and the
courage to actto eradicate the present evils of our society.

On behalf of all the members of the Province of South India, Congregation of Holy Cross, !
:ﬁggl;ts;?igebi;r. Rtonald Fernandes, Ma.nager and Trustee of the School, Fr. Johny T, Principal and
e Whaftait(i);‘i:;;he Sch(?ol Project Committee who, over the years, have toiled to make

y. Continue the good work you have begun! May God bless your efforts!
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Hon’ble Member of Parliament
Shri Sanjay Nirupam

To,

Fr Ronald Fernandes
The Parish Priest of St Louis

The growth of ST LOUIS SCHOOL, DAHISAR over the past 25
years from a humble asbestos roofed nursery school to the
new school building with classes upto SSC is indeed
commendable. It goes without saying that this achievement
was possible due to the dedication and untiring efforts of the
Fathers Holy Cross and the support of the Archdiocesan
Board of Education, Mumbai.

The school located in the far flung suburbs of Mumbai has
catered to the educational needs of thousands of lower
middle class and economically weak students of the area. I
whole heartedly support your endeavor to bring out a
souvenir with the noble objective of raising funds for St. Louis
School Project.
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Date: 14/03/2014.

To,
Rev. Fr. Ronald Fernandes Csc

Parish Priest
St. Louis Church
Dahisar

Rev. Fr. Ronald,

| feel joyous seeing that a small sapling planted by the Carmelite fathers
has grown into a big tree branching out in a Church School, Community centre
and various active associations.

It is a long journey in a short time and | congratulate the entire team of
Fathers & parishnors of St. Louis Church. | really feel proud as a Christian that |
had the opportunity to meet & interact with Fr. Johny and his team during the
pre-recognition days of the school and also | am grateful to the almighty that |
could be of some help to the school.

On behalf of the State Minorities Commission, | would like to assure you
of my support & Co-operation from time to time.

Yours sincerely,

]
e

Smt. Janet D’souza
Vice Chairperson
State Minorities Commission

v

Behind Apjuman -1 - Islam, Badruddin Taiyyabji Marg, Mumbai - 400 001
Office : Tel.: 22650085 Telefax: 22610156 ® Fax : 25170003
E-mail : veminoritycommission@gmail.com
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Parish Priest.
Fr Ronald Fernandes, csc

St Louis School Project came into existence with an objective to reach out the
preferential love and compassion of Christ to all the young ones of our locality. This is
resulting in moulding and nurturing the minds of our young ones with human values. To
achieve this goal many a people have extended a helping hand, given their time and have
spent their energy, to see a mighty structure in the name of St Louis High School.

Vivekananda believed that if we want to make a student a good human being, the
development of moral values within him is the prior task of education. This is what is being
tested at St Louis. The school tries to bring out the best in every student. To a great extent,
we are able to witness the fruits of our labour. The goal of education is to teach the
students to live, to discern the deeper meaning of life and of transcendence, to learn to
interact with others, love creation, think freely and critically, find fulfilment in work, plan
their future, orin one word, to learn “to be”. Itis in and through education that one can hope
for a more humane future and a more harmonious society.

As the Parish Priest, it has been a golden privilege to work with the dedicated
members of the Souvenir committee who worked hard to ensure sucessful completion of
the project. Toagreat extentwe have achieved our goal.

| will be failing in my duty, if | do not express my sincere thanks to all the 13 sector
councillors and the link persons. They have all gone out of their way to motivate people to
come forward to contribute towards this fund raising project.

Along with Fathers Johny, Ronson, Oliver and Deacon Terence, | sincerely thank
every member of the Souvenir committee. We do appreciate your untiring enthusiasm to
continue to be part of St Louis School Project. May the Risen Lord and St Louis our Patron
Saint continue to intercede for you, keep all your families and loved ones under God’s

care and all your endeavours bear plentiful fruits.






