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“Breaking the word of God in our families and sharing the bread with the needy”
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" Christmas,Christ’s birthday once
" »again, to remind us that God is
apalways with us. So let us celebrate
the Christmas with hope in our
* heart, as our Messiah will be always
" there to guide us. Christmas is the
* time to spread the message of faith,
hope, love, joy, forgiveness,
harmony and peace. Of course it is
a time to get showered with gifts
and wishes, but in the midst of all
the commercialism, we should not
forget the real spirit of Christmas.
All that we are called to strive
Y towards is to make present the person of Jesus, in and
P round us.
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=" Christmas reminds us that we are never ever alone. No
matter in what condition we find ourselves, no matter how
Sar we might stray or how unfaithful we are, God the
supreme lover will pursue us in love. It is the love that
ever stops shining on the humanity. That is why it is once
gain time to celebrate in jubilation and be present to one
another. At Christmas we feel God is close to one another
and that makes us close to one another.

" Christmas is not merely a celebration of a historical birth
or a birth that took place over two thousand years ago. It is
about becoming conscious of who we really are as human
beings. It is the celebration of life in all it fullness. It is the
celebration of the transformation of limit to limitlessness,
of selfishness to selflessness, of bondage and fear to

)freedom and unconditional love.

The past few months have been the time of grace for all of
us in the parish, to come in contact with each other and
collaborate with each other for a common good. Through
Louisian Sports, Celebration of the Jubilee of the
Eucharistic Congress in the parish and the feast of Christ
the King, we are able to come together. | thank the Vice
President, the Secretaries, Sector councillors, link persons
and the youth, for investing their valuable time and
services for the good of the parish.

I wish everyone of you, dear parishioners, Merry Christmas
and pray that the Baby Jesus finds a home in all our hearts
_@nd in our families.

rfMZs, God bless you and all your loved ones.
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TO-THE GIVER OF THE GIFT

;_T_here is a story about a man who always boarded a bus on
“his way back from work. One evening, while he boarded
““the bus, he found only one vacant seat remaining and so
{ e sat on it immediately. Soon an old woman followed
1 hlm but as there was no seat available she stood beside
; .ﬁ,‘pxm The man being a gentleman, offered the seat to her
47 but no sooner she sat on it, she fainted. Quickly the man
_"‘@ phelped her to recover and asked her: “Are you pregnant?”
A mﬁ“What? Are you crazy? Don’t you notice that I'm an old
m woman?” replied the lady. “I fainted because, in ten years
" this is the first time somebody offered me a seat. For this,

: ! thank you."

After hearing the woman reply ‘thank you’, the man
fainted. So, the woman helped him to recover. She then
asked him: “Are you pregnant?” “What? Are you crazy?
Don’t you notice that I'm a man,” he replied. “I fainted
because in ten years, this is the first time somebody
thanked me for offering a seat.”

Sometimes we say, “thank you for giving gifts...thank you
for inviting me to your party...” There are so manytimes
e say “thank you” to people who have been good to us.
f we owe thanks to people for doing us good, how much
more do we owe God? Often, we only notice the gift and
ot the giver of the gift. | think this Christmas, is the right
‘occasion for us to give thanks to God for having given us

is only Son to be our Savior.
t Christmas, we celebrate the birth of Christ, the greatest

gift that God exchanged with us. In history, the Jewish
people thanked God not only for their redemption from
slavery in Egypt but they also thanked Him for the air, the
sun, the rain, and the crops... The early Christians too
! inherited this thanking tradition and added another
important element to
their worship which

we celebrate to this
day in Greek,
Eucharistia, in English

Eucharist which %8

means Thanksgiving).
Hence, it is necessary
to recall and give
thanks to God during
Christmas for this wonderful and loving action.

What then do we do when we receive a gift? Do we
humbly express our gratitude by saying, ‘thank you’ to
@__ the giver or do we take the gift and the giver for granted?
' t is not enough to give gratitude for the gift we receive

t but also for the giver of the gift, God Himself. Let this
Cﬁnstmas be GIVING THANKS TO THE GIVER OF THE GIFT.

¥ (ﬁﬁSTl\m.S'- GIVING THANKS |

Fr. Martin Soasal
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Matthew 4:4, Jesus Christ says, “...Man
__does not live by bread alone, but by

every word that comes from the
“mouth of God”

“The Bible is a book that is not merely
for reading. It is a book for studying so
that it can be applied in our day to day

&

g lives. The Bible is literally "God-

. @ %reathed” (2 Timothy 3:16). Reading
A “and studying the Bible helps us see
:qu ; » beyond the attractive "bait" to the de-
5 " ceptive "hook" in sinful temptations,

% so that we can learn from others' mis-
takes rather than making them our-
selves. The Bible gives us the measuring stick by which we
can distinguish truth from error. It tells us what God is like.
The Bible tells us how one truly gets to heaven, and it is
not by being good or by being baptized or by anything else
we do. There are numerous questions in our minds like -

What is the purpose to life? Where did | come from? Is

) ¢ here life after death? How do | get to heaven? Why is the
‘ vorld full of evil? Why do | struggle to do good? In addi-

3 “tion to these "big" questions, the Bible gives much practi-

| advice in areas such as: What do | look for in a mate?

ow can | have a successful marriage? How can | be a good
riend? How can | be a good parent? What is success and
w do | achieve it? How can | change? What really mat-

(_fers in life? How can | live so that | do not look back with
regret? How can | handle the unfair circumstances and bad

i events of life victoriously? God answers them all through

4%5%’“ the Scripture.

i

There are many things we would discover if we would make
time each day to read the Bible. We would discover that
our inclinations to sin would be less (Psalm 119:9-11). Our
_strength to do good things would increase (1 Peter 2:2;
Fphesians 3:3-5, 16, 17). Our patience in difficult times
ould be maintained (Acts 20:32; Ephesians 4:1-3). Our
contentment would increase (1 Timothy 6:6). Our peace
would multiply (Philippians 4:6-9; Psalm 85:8). Our love
would be stirred and so too our joy (Hebrews 10:24;
Galatians 5:22-23). We would desire more for our Creator
(Psalm 31:23; Psalm 73:25; Deuteronomy 6:5-9),

Many of the great servants of God that you may interact
with, may say, | go through the entire Bible at least once in
ayear. When you will ask them how they grew in the anoint-
~ing and the grace of God, Their reply will be that this one
'"\J_wabit of daily reading the Bible has brought upon them
;he mighty anointing of the Lord. The greatest benefit in
‘ \}eading the whole Bible often is that we become familiar
\ w{gith the context of every book in the Bible. This familiar-
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Why Read theBibIe'-’ :

D

ity of Scripture gives us the ability to
recognize when passages are being
taken out of context. Thus we will not
be "tossed to and fro and carried about
with every wind of doctrine, by the
trickery of men, in the cunning crafti-
ness of deceitful plotting" (Ephesians
4:14).
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We make time for every other thing on
this earth, but when it comes to read-
ing the Word of God, knowing Him
closely and His plans for us, we have
many excuses, the common ones are, |
do not have time, or it is not my cup of
tea, it is boring, etc. Some may also say, “I already believe
in Jesus Christ.” Psalm 119 : 105 - Your word is a lamp to my
feet and a light to my path.

Reading the word of God, will help you to know God bet-
ter. It will help you to grow in relationship with other hu-
man beings around you, it will help you change your life
according to God’s plans and make you grow spiritually 0.

v

and without being deceived. @,
Hebrews 4:12 — Indeed, the word of God is living and active,
sharper than any two edged sword, piercing until it divides y
soul from spirit, joints from marrow: it is able to judge the "
thoughts and intentions of the heart. [

Allwyn Frank

Children — A Precious Gift from God

A child is a precious gift from God but many
times parents take this divine gift for
granted. If we sit back and ponder, we would
realize how many childless couples are
longing to have a child? Hence, parents ought
to nurture their child with love, care and
responsibility while also teaching them the
role and importance of God, neighbours and
society in their lives.
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Now days, the media educates us about the positive and
negative ways by which one can either foster or destroy
life. If every parent spends quality time with their children,
taking interest in their activities, studies and the friends
with whom they spend time with; many of the problems
can be avoided. It is also important that parents give their
children the freedom to express their views and ideas
while simultaneously guiding and supporting them when
they are in confusion. Apart from this, having a family ¢
prayer and dinner together will bring about a vast
difference in the way children live their lives. Parents
themselves can become role models to their. children by
living a virtuous and disciplined life. . :
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Child Jesus - Our Selition. —

The birth of Jesus as a human also
emphasizes another quality of the
Godhead, humility, which is the bridge
between God and man. The birth of
Jesus at Christmas drives home the
point that God is within us in an
intimate way and in most intimate
events of our life. The message of
Christmas, therefore, highlights values
such as poverty, simplicity, self-
@ semptying, sacrifice and love.
(" Christmas is the feast of the neglected
and the marginalized- the girl child, the street children,
the ragpickers, the tiny domestic workers and sex-workers,
the outcasts, the dalits and the shelterless. God became
small for the small. Christ, teaches us, in the silence of our
hearts, what is important and what is unimportant. Jesus
came because he saw in you and me a lovable person who

is able tc love Him and one another in return.,

|
Christmas is a reminder of Christ who came in to this world
) to change our nature; to transform us so that our conduct

promotes the honour of God and the good of our fellow
beings. Jesus gave this lamp to us. Every great soul that
came into this world to love humanity gave us this lamp.

_ This lamp is to strengthen the solidarity among human
/“Sbeings. This lamp makes the festivity of lamps into a
% W [festivity of happiness and peace. This lamp of love drives
'{%Eihway darkness between neighbours and the darkness
~ within the world. The great soul wants us to dispel this

LkE}iarkness. He wants us to be in the light, to be delighted

® and happy. He wants us to make our neighbours happy
oo.

“6od sent his Son to have us turn towards one another and
have time for one another. Born in a manger, in poverty
“*and simplicity He changed the course of the human history
by bringing the presence of God into our world,
establishing himself in human hearts with gentle
persuasion as the perfect Teacher, Saviour and Lord of every
man, woman and child. Jesus chose to be born in a stable,

B humble and poor, to show us the way.

one moment to the next. These
constant variations and uncertainties
often lead us to a sense of fear, anxiety
and panic because we never know
what will happen next.

With the incarnate Christ, we have a
God who is fully human and fully
divine. Our God knows the fullness of
human experience, including deep joy
and deep pain, which means we are
never alone.

better than we will ever know ourselves, yet loves us
anyway. That is the Gospel - the Good News - that God so
loved the world that he sent His only son to become like
us to save humankind.

The present life-situation is very dangerous with lots of
challenges to be faced daily, resulting in frustration and
life taking situation. What is the solution? Jesus Christ is
the only solution. We need to be rooted and grounded in
lesus. He is our life and source for everything we are. He

wants to be born in our hearts; we need to open our hearts -

to lesus. Jesus invites us all the time.

" The incarnation of the Word made |
flesh tells us that we have a God of love, who knows us far

P ———

As Christians we should (must) celebrate Christmas not

just as Jesus’ birthday but because we want Jesus to be
born in our hearts, in our lives, so that His Presence is
seen by others in our attitudes, in our actions and indeed
in our relationships with one another. The love of God that
Jesus came to share, should be the hallmark of our lives.

Let us celebrate the birth of Jesus by giving Jesus a place in
our hearts - by forgiving our enemies, breaking the walls
of division, of enemity, hatred, jealously and building
bridges of love and friendship, of brotherhood to all. Let
us light the lamp now. Let us drive away darkness. Go on to
strengthen love among each other. Let us strengthen
solidarity, and we wish each other season greetings. MERRY
X'MAS AND A HAPPY NEW YEAR.

Irene Tuscano

Apart from major problems like
| poverty, disease, violence,
" crime conflict, pollution and

% corruption there are numerous
Yichallenges and problems in
Jindividual lives. People have
" become totally imprisoned in a
' lifestyle that is controlled by
| endless desires, needs and
pressures that keep them bound
by the illusion of being happy
by achieving more of material
things.
The question often asked is:
How can we find peace when
there is so much sorrow in the
. world? We become affected by
... everything that comes our way
, “i.in life; we feel as if we are on a
. ‘u perpetual roller coaster. We
.~ "move from the heights of
. r " ecstasy to the depths of despair
L and back to ecstasy again from

Mrs. Renita Netto
Miss Hanrietta Netto

M.: 9892797021
7302436446
Tel.: 2883 2497
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