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We wish the Parish Team and “afl parishioners a
fomentous Occasion of the Golden Ju bilee. May the Parish bloom an
hlossom and see several more years.

,

St Couis, the Patron of our Church
Pray for us

- With Beot Compliments from
Jacintha Rodrigues
Vivita Rodrigues
Delsum Rodrigues
| Carol Rodrigues
Q:.E::m Della Rodrigues

Happy Feast on the

- |
- | [am highly honoured to be part

 cultural committee, maga
_ meticulous planning and exccu . ‘ . .
i now and then, especially during this year of the jubilee. All of you

| have given your time, talents

REV. FR. RONALD FERNANDES, c.s.C
PARISH PRIEST, ST. LOUIS CHURCH

' My Dear Louisians,
led feast of our patron saint Louis. It gives me
St Louis Center. A long journey from

1
u? the outset let me wish one and all a grace fil
St Louis Parish (197210 2022).

" ijmmense joy as we celebrate the Golden Jubilee of our
' domestic chapel at Nicolaswadi to a mighty parish churchas

of this Golden Jubilee celebration. In the post pandemic time. the

| Holy OrcEr has already begun the process for a more participatory church through the synod on
' synodality. The synodal church is the dream of Pope Francis. The word Synod comes from two
Greek words. The word Syn means common/together and Hodos means path or road. Therefore

' Synod means journeying together.
y in becoming the Body of the Christ which is the
' Church. Prayer and love will be our main tools as our Lord tells us. We must grow in virtue and
diminish in vice. As individuals and as a community here in the parish we must become visible
' signs of God's presence and power at work in our lives.

ife at St Louis, I feel strongly the synodality has taken a great role.
erwe all could achieve this milestone of completing

ng together we can achicve more.

' My dear Louisians, we must work tirelessl

_ Looking back at the 50 years of 1
tisby m#ms&zmSmﬁrn_,m:&o:gnﬁzm#omn:._
' 50 years of faith journey. [t shows that journeyir
s loving care for all His people. Thanks. be to God for our parish
r the faith, hope and love of the past 50 years of life. A big thank
' you to all our donors and faithful people who made it m_umm,c_o for this wonderful celebration. My
heartfelt thanks to all the people involved in organizing this glorious event of Golden Jubilee,
beginning from Parish Pastoral Committee, Finance committee and the members of all the cells

| and associations.

' Today we thank God for Hi
' community. Thanks be t0 God fo

My big thanks to my priest brothers, Fr Biju, Fr Praveen, Fr Nibin as well as brother Jacob for their
| constant support and help when ever needed. I sincerely thank the members of Liturgy committee,
itec as well as the food committee. They had helped us in the

zine commi
tion. | am sure every member of St Louis family will be blessed for

the gesture of generosity show . .
nd financial assistance to be

4 part of this great celebration. This is only

MESEL s

abeginning of new era.

d am looking fo
d care for each oth

rward to build a still vibrant parish community which wilt
ersclflessly.

py feastof St Louis. the Patron of the parish. May he continue to bless
ple ofone heartand one mind.

God bless you an
continue to share an

ammcenpmez

| Wishing you once againahap
us and keep us united to be peo
1
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ARCHBISHOP’S HOUSE

21, Nathalal Parekh Marg,

Mumbai - 400 001.

Tel 2202 1093/1193/1283

Fax :91-22-2285 3872

Email : diocesebombay @gmail.com

Oswald Cardinal Gracias

August 2022

“And let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts,
to which indeed you were called in one body.
And be thankful.” (C ol 3:15)

[tis with immense joy and decp gratitude to God that I send this message to Fr. Ronald
Fernandes, Parish Priest, the parish team and the parishioners of St. Louis Church at
Dahisar as the church celebrates its Golden Jubilee. On this joyful occasion we echoa
song of praise and thanksgiving to God for his faithfulness and innumerable blessings.

The 50th Anniversary of a Church is day of rejoicing and thanksgiving. for it is an
opportunity for more intense pastoral activities among the priests and parishioners
which will help build a community of faith and love -2 spiritual house of which St.
Peter speaks or when he says, "like living stones be yourselves built into a spiritual
house. to be a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through

Jesus Christ" (I Pet2:5).
a group of individuals or families. It seeks to become ever more

A parish is not just ( 1 ) 5. 1] : .
fully a people of God, a family of faith sharing the mission of Christ. and developing

the structure necessary for supporting its community life and carrying out its mission.
This Golden Jubilee is a historic milestone and a joyful occasion for the parishioners to

recall the past and thank God for the faith and the Christian heritage handed down to
them over the years.

May God shower His choicest blessings on the priests. religious and parish community
Dahisar. May the intercession of St. Louis always help us to

of St. Louis Church, . A
ithful and committed to God's work.
+ %.\Aam}gﬁ\
ArdfBishop of Bonfomy &

remain fai
pPresident - CBCI




TELEPHONE (39) 06-612-962.1¢
FAX (39)06-614-7547

ViA FRAMURA, BS
00168 ROME - ITALY

CONGREGATION OF HOLY CROSS
GENERAL ADMINISTRATION

August 2022

Dear Rev. Fr. Ronald Fernandes, CSC and members of the St. Louis Parish Community,
It is my privilege to extend to you my warmest congratulations and prayerful best wishes on the
occasion of the Golden Jubilee of St. Louis Parish Centre, Mumbai.

This anniversary celebration reminds me of the following passage in the Gospel of St. Matthew.
“The Kingdom of Heaven is like a Mustard seed that a person took and sowed 1t in a field. It is the
smallest of all the seeds, yet when full-grown it is the largest of plants. It becomes a large bush, and
the birds of the sky come and dwell in its branches.” (Mt 13:31-32)

Much like the parable. the seeds of faith began small when your church was established in 1972.
Slowly. the unit grew from having Mass in a private home to the eventual building of a small
chapel. With the support of the Holy Cross Fathers and faithful Parishioners, over the years the St.
Louis Community has continued to grow to be 'the largest of plants' today with approximately 950
families, 2400 faithful, and a school that educates 1900 students.

We give thanks and praise this day for the wonders of God's grace that continues to be nurtured in
the hearts of those who worship, work and study at St. Louis Parish Centre. I also thank in
particular, the Holy Cross Fathers, and the faithful people who have gone before us to build this
mighty tree of a worshipping community where people can ‘dwell in its branches' with joy, love and
compassion.

On this occasion of your Golden Jubilee, may you be ever more zealous in your efforts at promoting
our Holy Cross mission of evangalisation, education, communion, and outreach to those most in
need.

May God bless youand St. Louis Parish as you continue to sow the seeds of Faith.
With sincere congrautionas, gratitude, and prayers, I remain faithfully and

Fraternally yours in Holy Cross,

e oo

Brother Paul Bednarczyk, C.S.C.
Superior General

The Fathers of Holy Cross

10, Albert Street, Richmond Town, Bengaluru, INDIA - 560 025 South India.
Ph: +91 80 22214788 (0ff) / 22121181 (Dir) Email : prov@esclrs-si.org

Otfice of the Proviacial

August 2022

I am very happy to write this message on the occasion of the Golden Jubilee of Sy. Louis Church,
Dabhisar. The Fathers of Holy Cross have been closely associated with St. Louis Church night from
the time it was a small chapel administered by the clergy team of Immaculate Conception Church.
Borivali.

I am indeed proud of what the chapel has achieved in the past 50 years. 1t has grown from a small
chapel to a large vibrant parish, catering to the needs of the faithful in its jurisdiction. We. the
Fathers of Holy Cross, are proud to be a part of the historv of St. Louis as it has grown over the
years,

On this happy occasion, my wish and prayer is that St. Louis Parish, with its clergy team and its
parishioners continue to be a source of blessing and service to its people.

May God continue to shower his blessings on St. Louis Parish. enabling its pastors and parishioners
to reach new heights of holiness and service. May the Lord continue to bless, guide and unite all the
faithful of St. Louis Parish, Dahisar!

Congratulations dear Fr. Ronald Fernandes, Parish Priest, the Parish Clergy. the Pastoral team and
all the Parishioners.

-~

Gpe D64

¥
Fr. Rogue D'Costa, CSC
Provincial Superior

Province of South India
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August 2022

I am delighted to share my thoughts on this joyful occasion of the Golden Jubilee Celebration of
St. Louis Church.

The jubilee theme 'United in Faith' formed a uniting prayer bringing together the diversity of
concerns and expectations into a framework for understanding and commitment to move
forward together in our pilgrimage as a Louisian community of faith. It motivates us to reflect on
how we make this pilgrimage of faith and fellowship a reality by making a difference in the lives
of those around us in the parish and in society at large. The Jubilee year helps us to look back at
the yeoman service rendered by our predecessors who worked tirelessly to build this thriving
Louisian community. Itis with a grateful heart we remember all those who walked before us.

Looking forward, this journey of faith is:

a)spiritual, involving identifying the gifts that God has already given the church in Dahisar in
order to embark on this pilgrimage

b)dynamic, in that it demands us to analyse our lives in order to identify areas of blessings more

so of brokenness where God's people and creation are hurting and where we feel Jesus Christ is
calling us to bring empathy and reparation

¢) transformational, in that we are called to bring healing, reconciliation, peace with justice to
the areas we identified. Whatever ways we decide to be involved in the pilgrimage; we contribute
to the myriad stories of people striving to collaborate in building His Kingdom.

Let us work together as a community of faith, each doing their part joyously by sharing our faith
to make the St. Louis parish a beacon of hope for our brothers and sisters in the coming years.

With best wishes

Fr. Bijumon Thomas CSC

Principal, St. Louis High School

Cleston D'Costa
Chief Editor and Designer

As I began writing this editorial note, many memories of the many milestones of
our church gathered around me. My family came to Dahisar when I was a Bou.ﬁr
old and over the years, I got a closer view of the several efforts that the community
has put in towards the church.

St. Louis Church today is an amalgamation of myriad helping hands, generous
hearts, sharp minds along with God's blessings and mercy. St. Louis Church
truly has gone from a church with extremely humble beginnings to the beautiful
structure that we have today.

The souvenir book in your hand contains a celebration of us as a People, and our
long journey from 1972 to 2022. The book has messages from eminent personas,
a history of the church, messages from cells and associations and

advertisements. We also tip our hat to our strength - our parishioners via a family
photo booklet.

I thank all our advertisers, sponsors, organising team, content and performance
contributors, volunteers in making the Golden Jubilee celebrations and this
souvenir a memorable one. Lastly and pertinently, I thank and congratulate the

Parish Priest and team for taking the lead on the momentous occasion of
St. Louis Church, Dahisar.

I feel blessed to be a part of St. Louis Church where everyone knows your name
and greets you with a smile.

COVER ART: The cover page of our Souvenir illustrates the various facets of
our Parish that includes spiritual works like Mass, Confirmation, Way of the

Cross enactments and other activities like sports, health camps etc.




THE HISTORY OF ST. LOUIS CHURCH, DAHISAR

By Mr. Charlie D’Silva .
Vice-President, Parish Pastoral Council

St. Louis church, Dahisar, formerly known as St. Louis Mass Centre is part of Immaculate
Conception church, Borivali. In 1972, the late Mr. L.D. Creado, a local resident of
Dahisargaon, wrote to the then Archbishop of Bombay, Valerian Cardinal Gracias, about the
spiritual problems faced by the residents of Dahisar. In the same year, on August 15, the firg;
mass was celebrated in Marathi, by the late Fr. Martin D'Souza, with the guidance of the late
Fr. Frank Noronha, at the late Mr. Angel Nicholas D'Silva's residence at Nicholas Wagdj,
The seminarians from Goregaon and sisters of the Helpers of Mary came forward to make
arrangements for the mass. Fr. Cyril D'Souza and Fr. Lawerence Abello then celebrateq

Sunday mass at the centre regularly till 1975.

As participation for Sunday mass started increasing, the late Fr. Milton Miranda, Assistant at
Immaculate Conception Church, was appointed to cater to the spiritual needs of the people of
Dahisar. The work done by Fr. Miranda in Dahisar was praiseworthy.
The Marathi choir we have at St. Louis was developed and trained by him. Fr. Miranda, along
with Fr. Frank Noronha and Bishop Longinous Pereira met the late Mrs. Marceline
Misquitta, an original inhabitant of Dahisar, and requested her to donate some land for the
church. With a grateful heart, Mrs. Misquitta donated one acre and  five guntas in memory of
her late husband, Mr. Louis Misquitta, to build a church and school. Fr. Miranda completed
the formalities and held mass on Wednesdays and Sundays.

In 1978, Fr. Peter D'Mello took over the responsibility of what came to be called
'St. Louis Mass Centre'. In the same year Fr. Peter got the NOC and in 1980 built a chapel.
The first mass in the chapel was celebrated on Palm Sunday by Fr. Peter D'Mello, under the
guidance of Fr. Frank Noronha, Parish Priest of Immaculate Conception Church.

In 1981, Fr. Elias D'Cunha was appointed assistant at I C Church; he took over from Fr. Peter
D'Mello. He immediately got cracking and levelled the land and planted trees all around.
He collected funds and arranged for all that was needed to celebrate the Eucharist. In 1983,
Fr. Elias D'Cunha started the nursery school inside the mass centre. The effort put in by
Fr. Elias was well-appreciated and in 1984 the responsibility of managing St. Louis Mass
Centre was handed over to the Carmelite Fathers. Fr. Bernard Nunes, Fr. Peter D'Sa and
Br. Gregory Menezes were in-charge. The Carmelite Fathers installed the Blessed Sacrament
and started the daily mass. The Saturday evening English mass started during this time.

It was around this time that 'St. Louis Mass Centre' became well-known. In 1988, Fr. Anthony
D'Souza purchased two flats in Dahisar East at Panki Apartments and held mass there every
Sunday and on first Fridays. During the tenure of Fr. Ralph Fernandes, Parish Priest of I C
Church, and Fr. Victor Menezes, Assistant Priest at I C Church, the centenary of 1 C Church
was celebrated by the entire parish community.

[

In 1089, the late Fr. Peter Bambacha was handed the responsibility of managing the mass
centre. During his short tenure he not only catered to the spiritual needs of the people around
but also provided medical assistance. In 1992, Fr. Thomas Pereira CSC of the Holy Cross, and
Fr. Wilson D'Mello. Assistant priest of I C Church, took over. In 1993, Bishop Thomas Dabre
celebrated the feast mass and Bishop Bosco Penha administered the sacrament of
confirmation at the Mass Centre. In 1994, the responsibility managing the mass centre was
handed over to Fr. Malcolm D'Souza with special powers.

Fr. Malcolm collected funds through a raffle programme and transformed the small centre into
a church. He was the first priest to start various cells and associations
at St. Louis Mass Centre. He formed the Legion of Mary, the SVP, the Altar Servers’ group,
Ladies’ Sodality etc. These cells and associations are still very active and vibrant in the parish.
The FSMA Sisters assisted in the centre's progress during this period. During Fr. Malcolm's
tenure, St. Louis Mass Centre celebrated its Silver Jubilee. It was Fr. Malcolm who accelerated
the growth of St. Louis mass centre and school. In 1998, the responsibility again shifted, from
Fr. Malcolm to Fr. Dominic Alves, who took a step forward to unite people of various cultures.
During his tenure, Fr. Tony Mendonca, Parish Priest of I C Church along with Mr. Charlie
D'Silva and Mr. Salvador Saldanha got the Index II & 7/12 Extract in the name of | C Church.
In 2000-2001, Fr. Hugh Fonseca, Parish Priest of I C Church, put forth the proposal of making
St. Louis Mass Centre an independent parish. An election was held on the proposal and 98

percent of the people rejected the proposal.

In 2003, Fr. Dominic Alves handed over the responsibility of St. Louis Mass Centre to the
capable hands of Fr. Herve Morisette CSC and Fr. Lawrence D'Almeida CSC. Fr. Morisette was
involved in the spiritual growth of the people while Fr. Lawrence identified leaders in the area
and began working on the project of building a church and school. In the same year, the first
project committee was formed; it included Fr. Morisette, Fr. Lawrence, Fr. Gordon, Mr. Charlie
D'Silva, Mr. Salvadore Saldhana, Mr. Diago Tuscano, Mr. Francis Rodrigues, Mr. Ronnie
Almeida and the late Mrs. Muriel Fernandes.

Since funds in hand were minimal, Rs 10 lakh was collected through a raffle programme. Fr.
Hugh's encouragement was tremendous. The same year Fr. Lawrence, with the help of some
parishioners, visited Dubai and collected Rs 10 lakh. During this period Fr. Hugh handed over
the Power of Attorney and property papers toFr. Morisette and Fr. Lawrence.
The paper clearance was done simultaneously with collection of funds. On June 1, the school
started Class 1. The 10D CC to start work was also received.

During the floods of 2005, major church property was damaged. The teachers and locals
rescued almost 200 children from the overflowing waters of Dahisar river. In 2004-2005 a
comedy show, the Johnny Lever Nite, and a souvenir was brought out and Rs. 20,00,000 was
raised. With enough funds in hand to start work, architects, contractors and RCC consultants
were appointed. With the help of Mr. Celestine and Louis Rodrigues, T-arch Consultants’
architect Mr. Tarunbhai Mota agreed to complete the formalities with the BMC and necessary
documents were handed over to him.



E

M/s. Pendse & Associates were appointe
Phatarpekar was appointed RCC Consultant.
consultant, Mr. Rafigbhai's City Arcade Pvt. Ltd. was given the cO

for the church and school.

4 to design the structure and Mr. >cg_a£

with the help of the architect ang RCe
ntract to build the m:.:o::o

F

. T
he cornerstone of the building. Present op the

y Cross. In July 2006, the OFCHOU-»QTOTC..O&
as collected. During this time Fr, Day,; d

In 2006 Bishop Percival Fernandes blessed t
occasion were the Provincial and priests from Hol
collection drive commenced. Rs 1 crore 51 lakh w
Adaikalam was appointed Principal of the school.

In 2007, St. Louis Mass Centre received the status of a Quasi Parish. Seven leaders from sevey,
sectors were appointed to the first PPC of St. Louis Church. With the status of quasi parigp
locals were apprehensive about burials and funeral. Fr. Franklin Mathias and Fr. Lawrence got
together and resolved the matter through a written understanding, signed in the presence of

the then Dean of the Borivali deanery, Fr. Salvador Rodrigues.

On April 6, 2008, amidst the sound of trumpets, Archbishop of Mumbai Oswald Cardinal
Gracias blessed the new church. All the priests who worked for the development of the church
were invited to the inauguration. The little mass centre had overcome many hurdles to see this
beautiful day. After the inauguration of the church, Fr. Lawrence was transferred to Pune. He
was accorded a grand farewell. Fr. Leo and Fr. Johnny replaced Fr. Lawrence at St. Louis
Church. Fr. Leo looked after the church affairs whereas Fr.Johnny was responsible for school

matters.

Fr. Leo continued the good work done by Fr. Lawrence and completed the school project.
Fr. Johnny contributed by way of developing heart and mind of the parish children. In October
2011, Fr. Leo was appointed Provincial of the Holy Cross Congregation. After he left for
Bangalore Fr. Johnny played the vital role of Principal and Parish Priest at St. Louis. In 2012,
the school project was almost complete and on February 24 the school was blessed by his
Eminence Oswald Cardinal Gracias.

In 2013, Fr. Ronald Fernandes took over as Parish Priest while Fr. Johnny took care of the
school. In 2014, the first batch of SCC students appeared for the board exams and passed out
with a 100 per cent result. Fr. Jonny's association with St. Louis church and school was over in
October 2014. He was transferred, making space for Fr. Martin to take over as Principal of
St. Louis High School. In June 2015, Fr. Ronald was replaced by Fr. Lancy D'silva. We put o
record the services rendered by the Assistant priests during all ﬁ:mmo years.
We also place on record the services rendered by Fr. Vino, Fr. Roshan, Fr, Ronson. Fr. Oliver:
Fr. Lourdu, Fr. Terence, Fr. Gordon and Fr. Arun during their wmmvonaﬂm tenures-
It is very heartening to place on record that since the first batch of SCC students appeared, the
school has maintained its 100 percent SCC result.
After Fr. Lancy D'silva completed his term at St. Louis church, Fr. Ronald was back again 88

Parish Priestin 2018.

10

needy by providing ration as well as to provide the basic medical aid to the poor and
For nearly 9 months from the month of April 2020, the parish provided rations to nearly
families every month irrespective of caste and religion. He made sure that no person in the

r Ronald was privileged to hold the mantle to celebrate the Decennial celebration of the

formation of the parish of St Louis (2008 to 2018). The year 2020 faced with the devastating
pandemic situation. Our parish has lost nearly 35 to 40 people due to Corona Virus infection.

he parish under the able leadership of Fr Ronald went out to take care of the poor and the
the needy.

150

vicinity goes to bed without food to eat.

During the pandemic, since the churches were shut, the parish also streamed the masses
online for the people to participate in the breaking of the bread. The Churches slowly opened
up post restrictions but adhering to the safety protocols set by the authorities. The youth also
streamed programs on the Parish Feast and Parents Day on our official YouTube channel in
2021. To keep in contact with the people in these uncertain situations some parish
communities started having online rosary every day. This helped in strengthening the bond of

belonging to the parish.
The devastating flood fury affected the people of Mahad and the parish contributed 4 lakh

worth material (food grains, bedsheets and toiletries) to take part in the suffering of the people.
The parish community had been very supportive when it came to help the poor and the needy.

The year 2021-22 was a year of another landmark. We celebrated the Golden Jubilee of the
mass centre, now which is a full pledged parish, having around 950 registered families. the
climax of the celebration was on the 15th of August, 2022, where we had the finale with a high
mass celebrated by His Eminence Oswald Cardinal Gracias, concelebrated by most of the
former priests who served in the parish, followed by a cultural program, which ended with a

sumptuous meal served for around 2000 people.

We also acknowledge Fr. Chinniah Saripudi, Fr. Joel Mendonca, Fr. Praveen Bandula and
Fr Nibin Syriac as assistant priests in the parish. Fr. Biju Thomas Vettickal, assistant Parish
Priest, has taken over the reins as Principal of the school from Fr. Martin S.

There were many donors, well-wishers and common people who helped in making the church
what it is today. Our gratitude goes out to them. We also pray for our departed volunteers, that
their souls may rest in peace. From 7 Sectors in 2007 we have grown at a fast pace; today we
have 13 Sectors at St. Louis Church, Dahisar. The strength of the parish is increasing by the
day. We have around 22 associations working in the parish now.

May God bless all the donors for their generosity, the parishioners for their hard work put and
all the priests for meeting the spiritual and educational needs of the people of Dahisar.
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