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It was 1972 that the Immaculate Conception church priests started St. Louis mass center to cater to the spiritual need
of the old and disabled in this locality. The structure was just sort of a make shift arrangement, enough to house a
few people for the service. Slowly & steadily, the Catholic population in and around this mass center started growing
for which a temporary extension of bamboos & plastic sheets was made available. But this would not serve the purpose
of the faithful who would stand outside in the heavy rains & scorching sun for the Eucharistic celebration, barely
able to hear or see the event on.

The number of the faithful grew to about 6500 Catholics for which it was just
children were stranded in the structure, This | iMpossible to accommodate the growing number under the shed meant for about
was a turning point for al the parishioners of | 100 people. To top it this entire mass center was at a lower level and évery year the
Dakisar to join hands with one goal in mind to | MONSoon was a threat & it took its toll in the year 2005 and washed away all the
turn this mass center into & church belongings of the church. Also some of the children were stranded in that structure
& with the help of some good Samaritans the children were brought to safety.

Monsoon of 2005 washed away many belonging

This was the turning point for all the Catholics at Dahisar, to join hands with just one goal in mind and that was to
turn this small mass center into a parish. Alas a sigh of relief & a smile of satisfaction were seen on the parishioners'
faces when the foundation stone was laid by His eminence Rev. Fr. Percival Fernandes, from then on no turning
back. Dynamic spearheading priests Rev. Fr. Lawrence D'Almeida, Rev. Fr. Leo D'souza & Rev. Fr. David Adaikalam
along with the parishioners got down to the planning. The task was a difficult one, but hard work and prayers
of the parishioners have paid off. Finance was a major hurdle to cross but nevertheless the parishioners spent a
year and a half, visiting church to church every Saturday and Sunday, fighting against all odds & standing with
determination, appealing to the people to help us to build the church.

Ten days at the Mount Mary Basilica, Bandra was tiring, but the spirit of the people was very high. The merciless
sunshine and the pouring rain did not allow them to deter from their intention all they could remember was
the parish in the making. Parishioners donated a lot of good savories that could be sold as hot cakes; one could
see these items just fly off the shelves. The courage and tireless work was blessed abundantly. The main goal in
mind was building of Lord's house kept people going for all the 10 tiring days.

Today the church construction is nearly reaching the completion; all parishioners of St. Louis Church, proudly
stand up to say “FROM A MASS CENTER, A PARISH IS BORN, ST. LOUIS PARSH_".

And we are proud to be called the St. Louis parishioners. ol L s ':ﬁ.‘* N

-

- Innocence D’'Souza

Your next SCC meeting is on:




WE ARE THE CHURCRA

¢ mantle that had fallen from Elijah and went back and stood
on the bank of the Jordan. [2 Kings 2:13/

Elisha picked up th

ntle. It is a phrase that comes to us from the story of Elijah's B
mantle--or cloak--falling from him as he was carried up to heaven in the §
whirlwind, and Elisha, picking it up and receiving with it "a double portion", i
would mean inheriting the responsibilities of his elders. As [ write to the parish

bulletin for the first time, I am inspired by this story of Elijah and Elisha and A 8 s
subsequently Elisha inheriting the mantle. True, the mantle of the new Church has been placed upon our shoulders,

The people of St. Louis. We are the church now! We can make this Church into, whatever we want it to be. We
can renew the church in ways that are more meaningful to us today by reading the signs of the time and responding

to the needs without delay.

Inheriting the ma

t efforts of the priests and the people of Dahisar, the
fathers from IC Church who were part of
he mantle of our church until June 2007
have already made progress in many
| building! The people of this church
going to be our church! Let's come

ng but with the constan
face-lift over the years. Thanks to the
lso instrumental in shouldering t

It was truly a humble beginni
mass centre was given a new

this glorious history. They were a
after which the mantle was passed on to us to grow and to progress. We

areas. It all began with embarking on a new project the church and the schoo

put together their ideas, talents, time and energy and said to themselves if's
together and build the church! Beautiful!! Our parishioners have realized the greatest truth  that they

are the church! The moment they heard about the project, they came together to plan for the fund raising.
This began with the raffle drive, Johnny Lever Charity show, release of the souvenir, making appeals at various
parishes (51 parishes!) in the arc ! ilica. Bandra collections. We had

hdiocese of Bombay and at the Mt. Mary

put up a stall and the parishioners sol 1o the Mt. Mary fair. Today the credit and
appreciation goes to these humble and simple people of our

rms of building the people. With the creation of

6, 2007 and 17 parishioners were inducted into :

[ am not only talking in terms of material building but also in te
function with much enthusiasm

the quasi parish, the parish pastoral council was formed on June

the parish council! From then on, the parish cells and associations began to
and energy in order to make the new born church more vibrant and active. Our youth are bubbling with life °

and energy, and we recognize their God-given talents and gifts and welcome their initiative to make the church
to look more vibrant. As a whole, I strongly feel that miracles do happen in an unknown place like Dahisar T

but in a very ordinary way.

y mourn the passing of the old. Yes, we
doesn't feel the same. Others, perhaps,

one area or another, and don't miss the former at all. And some of us may
en. If this makes us uncomfortable, we can at least know that we are
not alone. In the New Testament reading, Jesus is preparing his disciples for the time when he will no longer be
physically present with them. His disciples were filled with grief. At one point Peter, took Jesus aside and
remonstrated with him. "This will never happen to you!" he said. Get behind me, Satan!" Jesus rebuked Peter,

» Jesus' reply to Peter should remind us that change--even very painful

“Your are a stumbling block to me
change--is a part of God's plan for our spiritual growth and well-being of our church.

ocess of change and growth in a church, They are necessary in moving forward.
is 'h'aft in our hands. And now it is our turn to carry forward God's works.
ibility upon our shoulders to carry out the mission. T invite you to reflect on:

be a welcome turn of events. Some of us ma

For some of us, this may not
former church the way it was, and now it

had grown familiar with our
couldn't wait for things to change in
be anxious for still more change to happ

This is all part of the normal pr
Today the decision about the church
Now that they have placed the respons

WHAT YOU WANT ST. LOUIS CHURCH TO Be...?
\lmeida, CcsC

Ir. Lawrence D'

Priest-in-Charge




An SVP Report

The conference of the SVP at St. Louis was inaugurated
on 11" July 1996 by Fr. Malcolm D'Souza. We had a
humble beginning with just cleven members. Today,
our meetings arc held on Thursdays at 7 pm in the
church premises.

ACTIVITIES: We render help in the form of rations,
medical needs. school fees. clothes, funcral expenscs,
house repairs or any urgent requirements.
VISITATIONS: One of the important characteristics
of a Vincentian is personal contact with the poor; who
we visit regularly in their homes. Our members visit
the Clergy Home at Bandra, the AIDS and leprosy home
at Trombay and the home for the aged at Kalyan.
The last two are run by the SVP.

EDUCATION: We have a scheme wherein we contact
friends and acquaintances to sponsor a child's education.
The approximate cost for a child is Rs. 7000/- per year.
This scheme has benefited 20 children.

SOCIAL/CULTURAL: The feast of St. Vincent De Paul
is celebrated with a mass and a cultural programme
followed by lunch. We also have Christmas parties
and in which we distribute hampers sponsored by
parishioners. The adopted families are taken for a picnic
every year. Easter parties are also organized by us and
the love offering given by parishioners on
Maundy Thursday are distributed to the families.

The need of the hour today is the involvement of the
youth in the conference of the SVP. We look forward
to their participation. We have the full support of our
spiritual advisor who attends our meetings and also of
the Holy Cross Fathers. We are also grateful to donors
who regularly contribute generously.

Muriel Fernandes
i R

Turn to page 15 for a fulllist of Church services and details

Gopal B. Choudhary Call: 2894 2315
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Dealers in: GOLD & SILVER ORNAMENTS

To Christ through Mary

The word 'Legionary' means a large organised body- an
army of soldiers of Mother Mary sct in the battle array.

On September 7, 1921, Frank Duff founded
the Legion of Mary. This is a lay apostolic
organization and its two-fold purpose
; is a spiritual development of its members

o and advancing the reign of Christ
% , through Our Lady.
Legionaries spend time with the orphans, downtrodden,
sick and destitutes as they have no home, no peace
and no future prospects. Legionaries understand,
console, comfort them with an act of kindness and love-
a true weapon that helps them elevate their suffering.
It restores joy and serenity to this wonderful portion
of humanity by encountering Jesus to them through Mary.
A legionary is called to serve the people of God.
Legionaries ‘work in pairs for two hours a week and
reports it in a meeting held on Saturdays from
5 pm to 6.30 pm at St Louis Church. Legionaries d o not
work alone, Mary our Mother is surely present with them.
If you are deeply touched and the spirit comes alive in
you, please do not hesitate to make a decision of
joining the Legion of Mary. To join us get in touch
with Mrs. Cheryl- 9820444229 or Mrs. Joanna-
9224679620 or meet us directly at St. Louis Church
on Saturday's at 5 pm.

Thank you, God bless you

Joanna Alleluia

Tel: 6552 1272 Mob: 9821 449 413

Compere For All Occasions

C-2, Jai Yogeshwad CHSL. Santoshi Mata Road,
Dahisag (W), Mumbai - 68
inny_dsouzal958@wediffmail com
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WE HAVE LEARNED THE HARD WAY

Alcoholics Anonymous (AA) is a worldwide fellowship
d women who get together to solve their
common problems and to help fellow sufferers in
recovery from alcoholism. We are the victims of a
mental obsession SO powerful that no amount of
human willpower could break it. When we finally
admitted without reservation that we were powerless
over alcohol we are quick to breathe a sigh of relief,
saying, “I'll never have to go through that again!”
Then we learn that this is the first landmark on the new
road we are walking. Then forced by necessity we come
to grips with those serious character defects that made
problem drinkers of us in the first place, defects that
must be dealt with to prevent a retreat into alcoholism
once again. We have drunk to drown feelings of fear,
frustrations and depression.

In AA we slowly learn that something had to be done
about our vengeful resentments, self-pity and
unwarranted pride. To see how erratic emotions offended
us, took a long time. We could see them in others quickly
but only slowly in ourselves. We learn to drop the word
“plame” from our thought and speech. When it comes
to ego deflation, AA asks us to go contrary to our

natural desires as they all deflate our egos.

of men an

Dixon Kinny's

i ST FOOD CORNGS

FREE HOME DELIVERY

Call: 2890 8458 / 98695 65902

Shop - 01 D'Silva Wadi, B. P. Road,
{ear New Bridge, Dahisar (W), Mumbai - 400 068

In AA for the first time in our lives we stood among
people who seem to understand. We soon discover that
we are not alone anymore. We gradually make the
change in our attitude with humility to move out of
ourselves toward God and others. We begin to feel
confident in our new way of life and by our behavior
and example we convince others that we are changing
for the better.
We alcoholics have learned the hard way. We know that
we cannot make much of our lives until self-searching
becomes a regular habit. It. requires admission and
correction of errors. We often check ourselves by
remembering that we are sober today only by the grace
of GOD. We try to stop making unreasonable demands
upon those we love. Courtesy, kindness, justice and
love come in harmony with practically anybody.
We then come to the theme of AA and action is its key
word. Here we turn outward toward our suffering fellow
alcoholics. We experience the kind of giving that actually
demands nothing. We find ourselves in possession of a
degree of honesty, tolerance, unselfishness, peace of
mind and love. What we have received is a free gift.
As we grow spiritually, we find that our old attitudes
toward our instincts need drastic revisions. Our desires
for emotional security and wealth for personal prestige
and power for romance and family satisfactions all have
to be toned down and redirected.

For free help contact Alcoholics Anonymous on 9920417979 / 9223203441
Mr. Felix

Mob: 9892436485

Tel: 28953866

yed @ Bagy

STOP=-10

FAST FOOD CORNER

['Silva Wadi, B. P. Road, Dahisar Bridge, Mumbai 400 068
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God's Work Continues at Dahisar

Recognizing the need of the hour, we the parishioners
and the Priests of St. Louis Church, Dahisar decided to
take up the noble task of building a new church. We
approached the Archbishop of Mumbai to grant us the
permission to visit various parishes and appeal at all
masses on Saturdays and Sundays. The church-to-church
collections began from July 2006. Since then our
parishioners have been instrumental in bringing up this
church at Dahisar.

To ensure the smooth running of the drive various
committees like the Human Resource, Visuals,
Stationary, Travel. Accounts and Catering were formed.
Every Friday saw the volunteers meet to share their
experiences. strategize, plan, and improvise for
upcoming church appeals.

The volunteers were divided into six groups going to two
parishes on Saturdays and Sundays. While oner group
went with the Priest for appeal, another group did the
follow-up work of the previous weekend. One of our
Priests made an appeal to the congregation of the host
parish concerning the situation of St. Louis Church,
Dahisar during mass immediately after communion.
Our volunteers stood outside the church distributing
appeal letters and envelopes. Be it rain or shine, they
made a point not to miss anyone. e

Our final moment of joy came when we were allotted
a stall at Mount Mary's Basilica during the Bandra Feast
from the 7" to the 16" of September. Our stall was
decorated with colorful banners. At the stall we had a
wide range of eatables like sorpotel, sannas, vindaloo,
pickles, sugar balls, etc all of which were home made
and sponsored by our good parishioners. Even our
beloved Priests were very helpful in directing crowds
to our stall. Our volunteers stood around the Basilica
with their boxes in scorching heat with a smile on their
faces. The Bandra Collections marked the end of
second phase of the collections. In all we have
visited 51 churches.

When we build the House of God we also build a
community. The volunteers have very faithfully stood
by the task and faced initial shortcomings bravely. The
Gos_;pel values are very much alive in the lives of our
parishioners. We continue to build the House of God in
Dahisar in the form of ST, LOUIS CHURCH.

Epaul Dias, Dahisar (E)

Two boys were searching for something around the

Holy Cross Fathers house. The priest in charge noticed

the:m and came near them leaned over the wall and

pointed out to a ball lying there.

'Is this yours?' the priest asked.

Father, Did it do any damage? Came a quick reply from one of them.
“No!!” replied the Priest.

“Then it's ours!”

Sunday ke Sunday

"Let the little children come to me, and do not hinder
them, for the kingdom of heaven belongs to such as these.
“Matthew 19:14
These words of Jesus help us to understand just how important
children are in God's sight. Children need to know who

God is and why did he send his son Jesus to die for us.

Many parents do teach their children about the Bible.
But in cases where both the parents are working they
may find it difficult to teach their children about the
word of God. Today, children are burdened with studies,
tuition classes, etc. and they do not have the time to read
the Bible. They may score the highest marks in their
exams, but when it comes to information from the Bible
many of them have a blank look. In crder to continue to
spread the faith among the younger generation it is
important to teach them about the values of the church
and the gospel.

Catechism is one of the ways through which the word
of God can be spread. Children who attend Sunday school
have a head start in a life of faith. Sunday school is a
place where children can learn, grow and develop their
relationship with God. It gives them a chance to learn
about the Christian faith. :

In order to make the Sunday school classes more

“interesting, the catechists have lined up a number of programs

for the children like Bible“quiz, educational trips, retreats,
Christmas celebration, picnics, etc.

The catechists at St Louis parish want the children to be able
to learn the life-guiding principles of the Bible in a fun, caring,
and safe environment. Our goal is to make Sunday school
classes an enjoyable and rewarding experience for all We desire that our
classes meet the needs of all children at any stage in their
relationship with Christ. We believe that parents are ultimately
responsible for the spiritual training of their children and we
want to help support them in that responsibility by helping
their children learn the Bible and grow in their personal
relationship with Christ.

Natasha Rego, Sunday School Teacher

THOMAS D'SILVA

"D’Silva
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Tek: (R) 2892 2880
(0) 2895 8898

128, Jerome House, Thomas D'Silva Road,
- Dahisar (W), Mumbai - 400 068
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O’()edt Coadf Dz'ner

Family Restaurant and Bar

Great Cuisine from the West of the sl}y'nd!'m

AUTHENTIC KERALA, GOAN, MANGLOREAN AND MALVAN CUISINE

@ For Party Orders Contact the Manager
@ Food Order is also taken in Kilos/Pieces

|
CALL: 2894 1990 / 2890 8508

Ekta-Vivek, Link Road, Kandarpada, Dahisar (W), Mumbai - 68

— 34;8{% @ﬁuww & ganaoou
Eleddings, Christenings, Birthda)a
Communions, Corporate Parties etc. SN\
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Also Available: TAWN, HALL and GROUND for all '

occastons at Mira Road at an Attractive Price AN,
H.O. B. 0.
Shop No. 12, Shop o, 13, [FREE HOME DELIVERY]|
New Link Road, Woodland Complex,
ncupaa. e (W ?ﬁ&!ﬁﬁcmn Call: 2892 3344 / 6553 0293
Mumbai 68 Mira Road (E), Sterling Apts, Shop No. 3 & 4

Thane 401 107 New Link Road, Kandarpada, Dahisar (W)







